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ABSTRACT

In the contemporary world, women are placed in a very prominent position in human society. Social history has
given many new approaches to analyze the oppression and inequalities against women. Feminist ideology was
introduced to ensure gender equality in social, political, economic, religious, educational, and professional
zones. Modern Feminist jurisprudence is evolved from women’s empowerment, women's rights and interests.
Women’s empowerment has remained a contested issue in the complex socio-demographic and cultural milieu
of Pakistani society. Indeed, women’s empowerment depends upon cultural, social, religious, and legal
arrangements, as well as the life opportunities given to them. Modern feminist jurisprudence compelled the
social thinkers to review the gender's injustice and women's exploitation. it compelled the think-tankers to
introduce to launch research on feminists’ arrangements in Pakistan, a Muslim state. Present women
movements voiced to revise the women rights in contemporary context. Many works on this subject have been
written in English, but Urdu literature is lacking. This research is intended to provoke further research work on
the discourse of women’s empowerment. The present study is a historical overview of women’s empowerment in
Pakistan. It aimed to underline feminist jurisprudence and women's empowerment in Pakistan's perspective.
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‘No nation can rise to the height of glory unless your women are side by side with you; we are victims

of evil customs. It is a crime against humanity that our women are shut up within the four walls of the houses as
prisoners. There is no sanction anywhere for the deplorable condition in which our women have to live.” ®
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‘The State shall protect the marriage, the family, the mother and the child.” Both of these articles are
only the principles of policy, yet to be enacted as the rules of law'
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* Minault, G. 1998, Secluded Scholars: Women’s Education and Muslim Social Reform in Colonial India,
Delhi: Oxford University Press

W’
® Nawaz, B. S. 1976, The Quaid as | knew him, In: Khan, K. (Ed.), Quaid-i-Azam and Muslim Women,
Karachi: National Book Foundation
7 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women1979
® Ali, Faiza. "Feminist movement and legal framework in Pakistan: implications for equal employment
opportunity.” In Australian and New Zealand Academy of Management International conference (20th: 2006),
pp. 1-16. Central Queensland University, 2006.
® All Pakistan Women’s Association
10 Jahangir, A. 1988, How far are penal laws effective in protecting women, Women Living Under Muslim
Laws, Dossier 3, June-July 1988.
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Black's Law Dictionary defined the feminist jurisprudence: a branch of jurisprudence that examines
the relationship between women and law, including the history of legal and social biases against women, the

elimination of those biases in modern law, and the enhancement of women's legal rights and recognition in
society.™®
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1 MacKinnon, C., 2006. Are Women Human?, Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

12 Shaheed, Farida. "The women’s movement in Pakistan: challenges and achievements." Women'’s Movements
in the Global Era, Boulder (2010): 1-26.

3 Phillips, Anne. 2002. Does feminism need a conception of civil society? Alternative Conceptions of Civil
Society. Ethikon Series in Comparative Ethics. New Jersey: Princeton University Press. 71-89

4 Negative stereotyping is neither new nor unique to Pakistan, South Asia or Third World countries. (See for
example Freeman 1999) Today this may be somewhat less of an issue in the West, but calling oneself a feminist
tends to assume more overtly political dimensions in contexts such as South Asia. (Forbes 2003)

' Dictionary, Blacks Law. "Blacks law dictionary, 8thedition.

18 planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey (505 U.S. 833 (1992))).
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7 Khan, Igra Saleem. "Consent in Marriage: A Radical Feminist Analysis of Pakistani Law." Wm. & Mary J.
Race Gender & Soc. Just. 26 (2019): 671.
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