ISSN Online : 2709-4030 Vol 6 No.1 2022

ISSN Print :2709-4022

&@)%ﬂdﬁui,&a/fﬂiﬁ
N Pl s
O st
JB1 Alodeilede

Abstract:

Edward. W Said was born on 1 November 1935 in Palestin. He was a professor of literature at University
of Columbia. He studied at British and American schools, Edward Said tried through his education
perspective to illuminate the gaps of cultural and political understanding between the Western world and
the Eastern world, especially about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the Middle East. He was a well
known writer and cultural critic. He wrote many books. “Orientalism” is a famous book among the
scholars of Oriental studies, Philosophy and literature. His book “Covering Islam” deals with the issues
of western media with Islam. He plays a role as lawyer between Eastern and Western world.

Key words: Eastern, Western, Orientlism, Conflict, Culture.
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“Americans will not feel quite the same about the Orient, which for
them is much more likely to be associated very differently with the Far
East (China and Japan, mainly). Unlike the Americans, the French and

the British-less so the Germans, Russians, Spanish, Portuguese,
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Italians, and Swiss—have had a long tradition of what I shall be calling
Orientalism, a way of coming to terms with the Orient that is based on
the Orient's special place in European Western experience. The Orient
is not only adjacent to Europe; it is also the place of Europe's greatest
and richest and oldest colonies, the source of its civilizations and
languages, its cultural contestant, and one of its deepest and most

recurring images of the Other.”"”
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Americans will not feel quite the same about the Orient, which for
them is much more likely to be associated very differently with the Far
East (China and Japan, mainly). Unlike the Americans, the French and
the British-less so the Germans, Russians, “Spanish, Portuguese,
Italians, and Swiss-have had a long tradition of what I shall be calling
Orientalism, a way of coming to terms with the Orient that is based on
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the Orient's special place in European Western experience. ©
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“The interchange between the academic and the more or less
imaginative meanings of Orientalism is a constant one, and since the
late eighteenth century there has been a considerable, quite disciplined
perhaps even regulated-traffic between the two. Here I come to the
third meaning of Orientalism, which is something more historically
and materially defined than either of the other two. “Authorizing views
of it, describing it, by teaching it, settling it, ruling over it: in short,
Orientalism as a Western style for dominating, restructuring, and
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having au thority over the Orient. w
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“One aspect of the electronic, postmodern world is that there has been
a reinforcement of the stereotypes by which the Orient is viewed.
Television, the films, and all the media's resources have forced
information into more and more standardized molds. So far as the
Orient is concerned, standardization and cultural stereotyping have
intensified the hold of the nineteenth-century academic and

. . . ' . . 2(8
imaginative demonology of "the mysterious Orient. ®
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“Today an Orientalist is less likely to call himself an Orientalist than
he was almost any time up to World War II. Yet the designation is still
useful, as when universities maintain programs or depart ments in
Oriental languages or Oriental civilizations. There is an Oriental
"faculty" at Oxford, and a department of Oriental studies at Princeton.
As recently as 1959, the British government em powered a
commission "to review developments in the Universities in the fields
of Oriental, Slavonic, East European and African studies... and to

consider, and advise on, proposals for future deveIOpment.”(l')
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“My principal methodological devices for studying authority here are

what can be called strategic location, which is a way of describ ing the

author's position in a text with regard to the Oriental material he writes

about, and strategic formation, which is a way of analyzing the

relationship between texts and the way in which groups of texts, types

of texts, even textual genres, acquire mass, density, and referential

power among themselves and thereafter in the culture at large. I use

the notion of strate gy.”(”)
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“But only recently have Westerners become aware that what they have
to say about the history and the cultures of 'subordinate peoples is
challengeable by the people themselves, people who a few years back
were simply incorporated, culture, land, history, and all, into the great

. . . NIET . (1.
Westein empires, and their disciplinary discourses. ("
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“Orient studied was a textual universe by and large; the impact of the
Orient was made through books and manuscripts, not, as in the impress
of Greece on the Renaissance, through mimetic artifacts like sculpture
and pottery. Even the rapport between an Orientalist and the Orient
was textual, so much so that it is reported of some of the early-
nineteenth-century German Orientalists that their first view of an
eight-armed Indian statue cured them completely of their Orientalist

taste.”
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“Well, I think that to a certain extent they are right. That is to say that

when I was writing Orientalism, I was really talking about European

conceptions of the Orient, which are in some instances so far beyond

any local conception of what that geography might be, that they con

structed a field and a subject all their own. Even now, retrospectively, i
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seems to me perfectly okay to talk about it, because it constituted itself

as an object that had very little to do with what people there thought.”
()
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“These two factors—a general worldwide pattern of imperial culture,
and a historical experience of resistance against empire inform this
book in ways that make it not just a sequel of Oriental am but an
attempt to do something else. In both books I have emphasized what in
a rather general way I have called culture' As I use the word, 'culture’

means two things in particular.”(l‘)
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“Accordingly, each of the rulers who sent troops (which is the result of
rigorous American pressure), with the possible exception of Hassan of
Morocco, is going to be challenged in his own country. The Saudis are
breathing in a tough position. It is in their interest to pry open some
space, to see if some other modality besides a massive military con
frontation will work. The PL.O is undertaking this, as are the
Jordanians and the Egyptians, in their tarnished way. Arabs aren't
sitting back with hands folded watching war come. They are

desperately trying to rescue the situation.” "™
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“"Classical" Islam, or to supposedly unchanging patterns of Islamic
life, or to archaic philological questions. In any event, there was no
way of using it to understand the modern Islamic world, which to all
intents and purposes, and depending on what part of it was of in terest,
had been developing along very different lines from those ad umbrated
in Islam's earliest centuries (that is, from the seventh to the ninth

century).”(")
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