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Abstract:

Stylistics is emerged as a branch of linguistics and literary criticism in the second half oftwentieth
century. Viewed in its historical perspective, stylistics may be said the outcome of a paradigm shift.
Application of objective and analytical method of inquiry are its distinctive features. The term stylistics
was introduced by Charles Bally. In fifties of twentieth century a number of conferences were being
held in America and Europe to present different approaches about linguistic stylistics. Roman
Jackobson pointed out the similarities between linguistics and Poetics. The Hallidayan model of
transformational systemic grammerofferdstylisticians a new perspective on the language of
literature.Fowler presents a new descriptive sociolinguistic stylistics which studies literature as social
discourse. Enkvist’s theories of “Deviation from the norm” and ‘“choice between Alternative
expressions” brought new perspective in the field of linguistic criticism. Dell hymes ’s “sound
symbolism” and Leech’s “Foregrounding” and “cohesion” introduced practical methods of
interpretation to the literary text. The developing discipline of sociolingustics, inter personal function
of language and as a result of growing emphasis on communicative aspect of language, many other

functional based linguistic theories are developing under the discipline of stylistics.
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“The question of relations between the word and the world concerns

not only verbal art but actually all kinds of discourse,linguistics is
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likely to explore all possible problems of relation between discourse
and the “universe of discourse:” what of this universe is verbalized
by a given discourse and how it is verbalized. The truth values.
however.As far as they are-to say with the Logician — “extra
linguistics entities”. Obviously exceed the bounds of poetics and of
linguistics in general.”(9)
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"If the poet Ransom is right (and he is right) that “Poetry is a kind of
Language”---, the Linguist whose field is any kind of language may
and must include poetry in his study. The present conference has
clearly shown that the time when both linguists and literary
historians eluded questions of poetic structure is now safely behind
us. Indeed as Hollander stated, “there seems to be no reason for
trying to separate the literary from the overall Linguistics . If there
are some critics who still doubt the competence of linguistics to
embrace the field of poetics. I privately believe that the poetic
incompetence of some bigoted linguists has been mistaken for an
inadequacy of the linguistic science itself. All of us here, however,
definitely realize that a linguist deaf to the poetic function of
language and a literary scholar indifferent to linguistic problems and
unconversant with linguistic methods are equally flagrant
anachronisms."(10)
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persistently provides one of the most popular tools in stylistic
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analysis, because of its comprehensive set of lexio-grammatical
categories that label mental process, verbal and material actions and
so are able to tackle full length naturalistic texts more easily than
generative grammer. (28)
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