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Abstract:

Throughout human history, certain nations have held distinctive significance due to their
unique role in the divine plan, and among them, Bani Israel (the Children of Israel) occupy
a prominent position. The Qur’an presents their history not merely as a record of past
events but as a profound moral and spiritual case study meant to offer guidance and
admonition to later communities, particularly the Muslim Ummah. This study critically
examines the causes of the rise and decline of Bani Israel as depicted in the Qur’an, with
a specific focus on the patterns of divine favor, moral responsibility, persistent
disobedience, and their ultimate consequences. Allah granted Bani Israel exceptional
blessings, including prophethood, divine revelation in the form of the Torah, liberation
from oppression, and numerous miracles. However, despite these favors, the Qur’an
repeatedly highlights their chronic disobedience, rejection of prophets, distortion of divine
law, materialism, ethnic arrogance, and spiritual hypocrisy. These behaviors gradually led
to their moral, social, and spiritual downfall. The Qur’anic narrative emphasizes that this
decline was not sudden or accidental but the result of a sustained pattern of defiance and
deviation from divine guidance. The purpose of this research is to analyze these causes in
light of Qur’anic teachings and to extract lessons relevant to contemporary Muslim
societies. Many of the challenges faced by Bani Israel—such as weakening moral values,
prioritizing worldly gains over ethical principles, and neglecting divine commands—are
also evident in modern Muslim contexts. By reflecting on this historical example, the study
aims to promote self-accountability and reform within the Ummah. Ultimately, the
research underscores that the Qur’anic account of Bani Israel serves as a timeless
warning: divine favor is inseparable from moral responsibility, and deviation from ethical
and spiritual foundations inevitably leads to decline.

Keywords: Bani Israel, Qur’anic Lessons, Moral Decline, Divine Favor and
Accountability, Self-Reformation
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