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ABSTRACT:

Vocabulary plays a significant role in the learning of English as a foreign language (EFL). According to
Cameron (2001), it is often considered as a key indicator in foreign language curriculum and its
deficiency impedes successful communication in the target language. Schmitt (2000: 55) asserts that
“lexical knowledge is central to communicative competence and to the acquisition of a second
language”. Nouns constitute a considerable bulk of English vocabulary. Rather they are the bones of the
English language and are the main semantic carrier in spoken and written discourse. As houns dominate
the bulk of English lexicon, their role becomes all the more potential. The undertaken research is a
systematic effort in this regard to work out a list of highly frequent list of English nouns for the EFL
learners. The corpus used for the research is The English Web Corpus (enTenTen) that has been
compiled by collecting text from the internet. Sketch Engine, a corpus tool, has been used to process
corpus data and to retrieve word list of English frequent nouns. The retrieved list of core English nouns is
supposed to be useful for English language teachers, learners, lexicographers, lexicologists and
grammarians.
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Introduction

The vocabulary of English as a foreign language has long been one of the most difficult tasks
(Thorburry, 2002). Recently, however, there has been a revival of the approach dealing with the
issues of English as a foreign language, although much research has been done on learning
English as a foreign language compared to teaching English as a foreign language. Teller (2008)
states that the vocabulary of a foreign language is a way of learning a foreign language.

Researchers such as Stuart (2008) and Schmitt (2000) have realized that vocabulary acquisition
is essential for the successful use of the second language and plays an important role in the
composition of spoken and written texts of English as a foreign language. Nation (2011) argues
that acquiring enough vocabulary is necessary for successful use of the foreign language
because without extensive vocabulary, the learners will be unable to use the structures and
functions of language successfully.
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IMPROVED
CAPACITYTO
ACQUIRE NEW
VOCABULARY

Stuart’s (2011) idea of EFL vocabulary

Traditional strategies for dealing with vocabulary issues have not achieved the desired results.
One of the flaws in the traditional methods of dealing with vocabulary is the teacher-centered
approach and the passive role of the listeners in the vocabulary learning process.

There is also a notable theoretical change in the vocabulary approach in the context of English
as a foreign language (Cameron, 2001). The concept of "word" has been replaced by "Lexical
item"” and there are many forms of lexical item from single word items to multi-word lexical
items, also known as phraseology. The various forms of English vocabulary are: pen (single
word lexical item), zebra crossing (compound), To make the day (idiomatic expression), bus
stop (collocation), haste makes waste (maxims), See you (set phrases), etc. Dealing with all
these different forms of English as a foreign language is a challenging task.

According to Read (2000), the list of foreign language vocabulary should cover all aspects of
human life. His approach to EFL vocabulary is very potential, and has become possible with the
availability of large multi-purpose corpora and tools. With the emergence of computers, new
trends and strategies have also emerged in foreign language classroom. In addition, there is a
need to provide learners of English as a foreign language with maximum autonomy in the
learning process.

Statement of the Purpose

Owing to its geo-economical and geo-political position, English has assumed the role of lingua
franca. As a result, the need to learn English as a foreign language has also increased many
times. Folse (2004) asserts that potential of vocabulary in learning English as a foreign language
is an established phenomenon. Vocabulary list of any language is mostly shaded by content
words and especially by nouns. The undertaken study focuses to work out a list of frequent EFL
nouns for non-native learners with maximum possible autonomy in the learning process.

Studies on EFL Vocabulary
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Pinter (2006) classifies memory and cognitive strategies in handling vocabulary of English
language. He states that verbal, written repetition, taking notes, using word lists, flash cards,
vocabulary sections in a text book, audio visual aids, placing vocabulary on physical objects
and keeping vocabulary notebooks can be very useful in the comprehension of English as a
foreign language. He also stresses on cognitive strategies to be the crucial factor in learning
EFL vocabulary.

Read (2000) makes a distinction between those who structure their own learning of EFL
vocabulary and those who do not make any serious self-efforts apart from the classroom
instruction and do not go through self-practice. The unstructured EFL learners only depend on
classroom instructions and make no independent efforts. While structured learners make their
own learning, by creating innovations in learning strategies, record and review new vocabulary
items consistently and even use that new EFL vocabulary outside the classroom.

Gu (2003) approaches the vocabulary issue for the EFL learners on the ground that knowing a
word means to know its meaning and use. He states nine dimensions of EFL vocabulary. At the
first level, he explains the word form, meaning, and use of the vocabulary items. He further sub-
divides these three aspects in further three domains each. He explains word form in relation
with spoken, written and word parts while he distinguishes word meaning in terms of concepts,
referents and associations. Finally, he discusses word use in relation with grammatical
functions, collocations, and constraints on use.

Kumaravadivelu, (2003) states that key word method to learn EFL vocabulary is very potential
to face the challenges of foreign language vocabulary. However, the results of his study were
not motivating since a post test, arranged only a week after, indicated that EFL learners forgot
the meanings and use of the new words up to 52 percent who were instructed only with the help
of key words method while the EFL learners lost up to 76 percent who were instructed with
combine context condition method. However, the comparative impact of word list method led to
further experiments in EFL learning strategies. He also believes that L2 vocabulary depth is also
a key indicator in this regard.

Research Methodology

With the dawn of 21 century, there has emerged a considerable shift in the theory and practice
of foreign language learning, especially, computer based large corpora and tools have
revolutionized the art and craft of EFL vocabulary learning. Corpus is a large electronically
stored text that may be in written or spoken form. Corpus may be compiled from special to
general according to the needs of the users. Corpus data is collected from real life situation to
make the corpus more potential and productive (Macaro, 2001). There are many tools to work
with the corpus that perform various functions for example n-grams, word sketch, word list, key
words, concordance, etc. EnTenTen corpus of English has been used for the undertaken study.
The data of the corpus has been collected from the web of English. EnTenTen belongs to
TenTen corpus family that is a corpus with more than ten billion words and has been tagged by
Tree Tagger using Penn Tree Bank Tagset. Sketch engine has been used with a little
modification to work with enTenTen corpus of English web. List of frequent English nouns
have been retrieved from enTenTen corpus for the non-native learners of the English language.
Corpus and Foreign Language Teaching

With the advent of computers, there have occurred significant changes in all the domains of
foreign language teaching, especially in applied linguistics, computer has brought about very
potential changes. Corpora, a large electronically stored text, have been compiled across the
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languages for non-native learners. They have absolutely improved the traditional orthodox
mode of foreign language learning with maximum autonomy to the learners.

Sinclair (1991) states that corpus and the tools have established their position in handling the
challenges of the foreign language vocabulary, especially the idea of wordlist has proved very
successful for foreign learners of a language. Apart from that the theory and practice of
lexicography has also been influenced with the help of corpora and tools. Finally, the teacher
centered approach in foreign language learning has been replaced by student centered approach
that was not possible up to recent times.

Cameron (2001) argues that corpus and tools have proved a useful strategy for foreign language
teachers and learners. He suggests that EFL teachers and learners should develop their own
corpora of various registers for facing the foreign vocabulary issues. He recommends that
reference corpora have been very potential in foreign language learning.

Kumaravadivelu (2003) identifies that concordance can be very useful in the art of lexicography
that was previously very old fashioned and based on mere translations. The potential meanings
of the lexical items can be verified from large corpus data in a few times. Moreover,
concordance can be useful for EFL learners in terms of pragmatic meanings as the node is
presented with the context.

Pinter (2006) asserts that Corpus and tools have also contributed in retrieving core lists of
foreign languages that were not possible until the recent past and the EFL learners had to cram
long list of foreign vocabulary items. Now a day, the word lists of foreign languages are more
focused and precise with a lot of information. Moreover, the depth and size of wordlists can be
determined according to the level and needs of the non-native learners.

Core vocabulary List of the English Nouns

English is the Western Germanic language that emerged from the Anglo-Friesian dialects. These
dialects were introduced by the Anglo-Saxon invaders in the mid-fifth to seventh centuries.
English has been formed through many regional languages such as French, Romanian, German,
etc. It contains very rich vocabulary, having the influence of many other neighboring languages.
As a result, dealing with English vocabulary is a serious problem for learners in English as a
foreign language.
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Foreign influence on English VVocabulary (Encarta Encyclopedia of English)

Nouns, almost in all languages of the world constitute the main bulk of the vocabulary. They are
one of the content words and carry most of the information of the utterance. Commonly, every
foreign language vocabulary program is started by the description of noun. enTenTen, the
English corpus of the web that has been used for the undertaken research also highlights the
significant position of English nouns.
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Discussion

A close analysis of the word lists shows the wide range of the English noun vocabulary. The
retrieved list of English nouns covers many domains from academic to social. As English
language belongs to dominatingly Western countries, there are many words in the list that
highlight the Western culture of the list. For example, words like, purely belongs to English
culture that will help the English learners to understand the delicacies of culture of the English
language for successful communication.

Political aspect has shaped into an important part of human life. The list of frequent English
nouns also covers the political scenario of the English culture. Words like
etc., reflect that learners will have a chance to be exposed with the political vocabulary as well
that will help them in successful communication in English language.

Economical aspect is another important dimension of human life. There are many nouns in the
retrieved word list that are related with the professional aspect of English culture. Nouns like
etc. belong the economic life of English culture. By focusing these nouns, learners of the English
language will be familiar with the economical aspect of English language and will be prepared
for purposeful communication in this domain too.

There are many nouns in the list that are related with the social life of English language. The
importance of these nouns becomes all the more crucial as the real test of a foreign language is in
the social interactions. By comprehending these nouns, EFL learners will be in a better position
to handle this test of society-based real life communications.

Descriptive studies have great potential in figuring out the complex situation when an EFL
learner continuously makes generalizations between his mother tongue and the target language.
Realistically, this convergence between the mother and the target language is not an ideal
solution because words have different meanings when used in various contexts (Folse, 2004).
Conversely, these strategies of convergence by the EFL learners may lead towards unsuccessful
results. The above list of EFL nouns is likely to have potential results as the corpus data has been
collected from various domains of English culture.

By comprehending the frequent nouns of the English language, the overall proficiency of the
target language may be improved. Wordlists like these should be a part of EFL curriculum. Non-
native learners of the English language must have maximum exposure with the frequent and
focused data. Such wordlists are also very helpful in EFL genre writing and will guide to
professional style.

Concluding Remarks

Structurally, English is a complex language. The reason behind the fact is that English has been
under the impact of many languages of the region. Consequently, learning English as a foreign
language is a challenging task (Annisa, 2013). Core vocabulary, retrieved through corpus data,
can be used to face the challenges of English as a foreign language. The use of corpus and tools
in English as a foreign language are comparatively a new phenomenon but they have strong
potential to motivate foreign learners of English language. The retrieved English list of frequent
nouns can be reshaped according to the needs and levels of the learners. It will counter the
traditional laborious wordlists of English language that are not actively used in the real written
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and spoken discourse. The large number of English files refers to the bulk of the corpus,
resulting in a focused and core vocabulary. The core list of English nouns may also be useful for
English lexicographers, lexicologists, grammarians, in translations for foreign learners with
lexical sensitivity, etc.
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