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An exploratory analysis of the strained relationship between Khushal Khan khattak and
Ashraf Khan Hijri
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Abstract:

Ashraf Khan Hijri, the eldest son of Khushal Khan Khattak, was a
prominent figure whose relationship with his father was marked by both
close mentorship and eventual opposition. Khushal Khan, as a father and
leader, provided Ashraf with education, training, and exposure to the
principles of politics and the complexities of life. Despite this guidance,
Ashraf Khan aligned himself with the Mughals, Khushal Khan's
adversaries, creating significant challenges for his father's leadership and
legacy. This strained relationship deeply influenced Khushal Khan's poetic
expressions, where he frequently addressed his son’s opposition. This article
explores the resentment and discord between father and son from a
research perspective, analyzing its implications for literature, politics, and
history. By delving into Khushal Khan's poetry and the historical context of
their conflict, the study offers valuable insights into the interplay of
personal and political dynamics within Pashtun society. This research will
serve as a crucial resource for students and scholars of literature, political
science, and history, shedding light on the complex relationship between
familial ties and political allegiances.

Keywords: Ashraf khan Hijri, eldest son, Khushal Khan, mentorship, opposition,
Mughals, Allied, Challenges, Father, Leadership, Legacy
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“Ashraf endeavored for some time to carry on the government of
his clan, and also to perform his duties towards the Mughal Govt;
by aiding the Peshawar authorities in the administration of the
affairs of that province; but he was opposed and thwarted in all
his endeavors by his brother Bahram, in the same also endeavored
to take the life of his father”.?°
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