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Abstract:

The linguistic history of any language is always greater than its literary tradition. Language exists first, and then
literature is created in that language. Punjabi language has a history spanning thousands of years, spoken and
understood across a vast area. It is the language of 150 million people and ranks among the top ten most spoken
languages globally. The literary tradition in Punjabi language originated in the 8th and 9th centuries AD with the
poetry of Gorakh Nath, Haji Rattan, and Baba Farid. Hazrat Nausha Ganj Bakhsh was the first to use the word
"Punjabi" in literature. Punjabi classical and Sufi poets played a significant role in shaping the literary tradition.
Romantic tales, as well as jurisprudential, religious, and reformist literature, also hold a unique position in Punjabi
literary tradition. Additionally, Punjabi newspapers and magazines contributed significantly to this tradition.
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Like all other Indo-Aryan languages, the literary documents of the

Punjabi language too do not provide us with sufficient materials to

reconstruct its history from the first days. Its origin and subsequent

growth is not clearly traceable from the scanty information now

available. It has very often been claimed by the compilers of literary

histories of language that "Panjabi" is the oldest existing language

of the sub-continent and the mother of all the other languages of the

area. It is true that the spoken idiom of Panjabi is older than its

literacy form, but it is linguistically incorrect to assign any mother-
child relationship between the earlier and the later languages.(6)
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