ISSN Online
ISSN Print

2709-4030
2709-4022 Vol.8 No.2 2024

Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE) by Young Learners at Primary
Level: A Case Study

Muhammad Awais

MS Scholar Department of English, University of Sialkot, Punjab, Pakistan.
awaisraza89090@gmail.com

Muhammad Tahir

MS Scholar Department of English, University of Sialkot, Punjab, Pakistan.
ctahir383@gmail.com

Muhammad Sabboor Hussain, PhD

Department of English, University of Sialkot, Punjab, Pakistan.
dr.muhammadsabboorhussain@uskt.edu.pk

Abstract

The Article titled "Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE) By Young Learners at Primary Level: A Case Study”
investigates how primary school students acquire English skills through online platforms. It examines the strategies,
tools, and effectiveness of digital learning outside the traditional classroom environment. The study explores how
young learners utilize digital resources like educational websites, applications, and games. Furthermore, it may assess
the impact of digital learning on language acquisition, focusing on enhancements in vocabulary, grammar, and overall
language proficiency. By utilizing a case study methodology, researchers observe and record the behaviors and
experiences of young learners as they engage with digital English learning materials. The outcomes of the study offer
insights into the advantages and challenges associated with integrating digital learning tools into primary education
programs. In essence, the article underscores the significance of digital technology in facilitating English language
learning among young students and provides valuable implications for educators, parents, and policymakers seeking
to improve language education for primary school children.
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Introduction

This article talks about the use of digital tools by young students in primary school to learn English
outside of traditional classroom settings. For instance, they engage with educational games on
tablets or watch videos to improve their English vocabulary. The article examines a specific case
to determine the effectiveness of this type of learning for young learners. In today’s education
realm, the incorporation of digital technology has greatly impacted language learning methods,
especially for young students. The study titled "Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE) By
Young Learners at Primary Level: A Case Study” explores this growing trend, aiming to uncover
the techniques, resources, and efficiency of digital learning beyond the conventional classroom
environment. The article conducts a thorough analysis of how primary school children utilize
digital resources like educational websites, apps, and games. Focused on English language
development, the research evaluates the influence of digital learning on different language aspects
such as expanding vocabulary, enhancing grammar skills, and overall language proficiency. Using
a case study methodology, researchers carefully observe and record the behaviors and encounters
of young learners as they interact with digital English learning materials. By capturing real-life
scenarios, the study seeks to offer detailed insights into the dynamics of informal digital learning
settings and their impact on language acquisition. Additionally, the study’s results aim to provide
valuable information on the advantages and obstacles related to incorporating digital learning tools
in primary education programs. By highlighting the role of digital technology in improving English
learning for young students, this research endeavors to assist educators, parents, and policymakers
in refining language education strategies for primary school children.

IDLE at primary Level Students
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It likely offers a comprehensive analysis of how primary level students participate in informal
digital learning of English. It delves into the different methods and tools primary level students
use for informal digital English learning. This may encompass online platforms, educational apps,
games, videos, social media, and other digital resources that are commonly available to young
learners. The exploration focuses on the behaviors and preferences of primary level students in
digital learning. This could include their favored types of content, frequency of engagement,
session durations, and motivations for utilizing digital resources for learning English. This would
address the challenges primary level students face in their informal digital learning journey. This
might involve distractions, technical issues, language barriers, and the necessity for adult
supervision or guidance. It may analyze the impact of informal digital learning on the English
proficiency levels of primary level students. This could entail evaluating their speaking, listening,
reading, and writing skills, as well as their confidence and fluency in using the language. It would
discuss how technology plays a role in facilitating and enhancing English language learning among
primary level students. This could include how technology enables interactive and personalized
learning experiences, promotes engagement and motivation, and provides access to authentic
language input. Lastly, the section may touch upon the implications of the findings for educators
and policymakers. This might involve suggestions for integrating digital learning tools into the
primary level English language curriculum, offering professional development for teachers on
effective technology use, addressing digital literacy gaps, and ensuring equal access to digital
resources.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework for the case study of IDLE by young learners at the primary level
involves different language learning and language acquisition theories and modals. Such as
Constructivism, sociocultural theory, Technology Acceptance Model (TAM), Digital Literacy,
Self-Determination Theory (SDT), and Ecological Systems Theory.

Constructivism:

According to this theory, learners actively construct their own understanding and knowledge by
engaging with the environment and gaining experiences. In the context of IDLE, young learners
utilize digital resources and platforms to explore, learn through trial-and-error, and engage in self-
directed learning to develop their understanding of English language concepts.

Sociocultural Theory:

Developed by Vygotsky, this theory highlights the significance of social interaction and cultural
context in the learning process. In the case of IDLE, young learners have the opportunity to
participate in online communities, collaborate with peers and teachers, and engage in interactive
activities. These interactions shape their language learning experiences and contribute to their
overall outcomes.

Technology Acceptance Model (TAM):

The TAM framework explores individuals’ acceptance and usage of technology, taking into
account factors such as perceived usefulness and ease of use. In the context of IDLE, it is important
to understand young learners’ attitudes towards digital tools and platforms. This understanding can
provide valuable insights into their engagement and the effectiveness of informal English language
learning.

Digital Literacy:
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Digital literacy encompasses the skills, knowledge, and attitudes required to effectively navigate,
evaluate, and create digital content. In the case of IDLE, young learners develop digital literacy
skills as they interact with various online resources, communicate in digital environments, and
critically assess information to support their English language learning journey.
Self-Determination Theory (SDT):

SDT focuses on individuals’ intrinsic motivation, autonomy, and competence in driving behavior
and learning. In the context of IDLE, it is crucial to understand how digital learning environments
support or hinder young learners’ sense of autonomy and competence. This understanding can
provide insights into their engagement and persistence in informal English language learning.
Ecological Systems Theory:

This theory takes into consideration the intricate interactions between individuals and their
environments, including microsystems such as family and peers. In the context of IDLE,
understanding how these interactions influence young learners’ language learning experiences can
provide valuable insights into their overall engagement and progress in informal English language
learning.

Overall, By integrating these theoretical techniques, the article provides a thorough structure for
grasping the casual digital learning of English by young learners at the primary level,
encompassing the elements that impact their involvement, drive, and educational achievements.
Research Objectives

1. Evaluate the efficacy of informal digital learning approaches in English instruction for young
learners at the primary level.

2. Investigate the impact of digital technologies on language acquisition among primary school
students.

3. Analyze the obstacles and advantages of incorporating digital tools into English language
learning at the primary level.

4. Investigate the attitudes and perspectives of young learners towards informal digital English
learning.

5. Offer valuable insights and recommendations to educators and policymakers for maximizing
the utilization of digital resources in English language education for primary school students.
Research Questions

1. How can parents and educators contribute to the support and facilitation of informal digital
English learning for young learners at the primary level?

2. Which informal digital learning methods are commonly employed by young learners at the
primary level to acquire English language skills?

3. In what ways do young learners interact with and perceive informal digital learning platforms
for acquiring English language skills?

4. What are the factors that impact the effectiveness of informal digital English learning among
young learners at the primary level?

5. What strategies can be implemented to enhance the optimization of informal digital English
learning to better cater to the needs and preferences of young learners at the primary level?
Significance of the Study

The subject of informal digital English learning by young learners at the primary level holds great
significance for several reasons. Firstly, it highlights the evolving landscape of education, where
digital tools are playing an increasingly important role in the learning process. As young learners
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are exposed to digital devices from an early age, digital learning platforms become easily
accessible and familiar to them. Secondly, studying informal digital English learning provides
valuable insights into how children engage with technology outside of traditional educational
settings. This includes exploring their interactions with educational apps, online videos, games,
and social media platforms to enhance their English language skills. A case study approach is
particularly valuable in this context as it allows researchers to deeply examine specific instances
and understand the intricacies of informal digital learning experiences. By analyzing real-life
scenarios, researchers can identify trends, challenges, and opportunities associated with this mode
of learning. Moreover, the findings from such case studies can inform educators, parents, and
policymakers about effective strategies for integrating digital tools into English language
education at the primary level. This includes identifying appropriate digital resources,
understanding the role of parental guidance, and addressing concerns such as managing screen
time and ensuring online safety.

Overall, the topic of informal digital English learning by young learners at the primary level
provides valuable insights into the complex dynamics of technology-mediated education and its
impact on language acquisition and child development.

Literature Review

Zhang, Y., & Liu, G. (2022) conducted a study on Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE) in
the context of Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL). The research emphasizes the
significance of understanding how digital-native English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students
participate in language learning beyond formal classroom environments. While previous studies
have explored various aspects of IDLE like cognition and learning outcomes, there is still a lack
of clarity regarding the distinction between structured and unstructured IDLE practices, as well as
the factors that predict learners’ outcomes in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The study
aims to fill these gaps by proposing a recontextualized model of IDLE. It involved a questionnaire
survey with 1080 Chinese university EFL learners and utilized structural equation modeling to
analyze the relationships among different IDLE sub constructs. The results indicate that learners’
IDLE-enhanced benefits are positively influenced by support from significant others, resources,
and cognition, while factors like authentic L2 experience and IDLE frequency and devices do not
significantly predict these benefits. Furthermore, learners’ IDLE practices are predicted by
resources and cognition, authentic L2 experience, and IDLE frequency and devices. Based on these
findings, the study suggests an expanded conceptual framework for IDLE and recommends further
replication studies to validate the results and establish more robust conclusions. In summary, the
abstract provides an outline of the research’s goals, methodology, main findings, and implications
for future research in the realm of IDLE within CALL.

Ipek, S., and Yeliz, K. (2023) underscore the importance of grasping Informal Digital Learning of
English (IDLE) among Turkish EFL learners in higher education. They stress the significance of
understanding learners’ motivations and challenges when using digital language learning resources
outside formal educational environments. The literature review likely delves into existing research
on IDLE practices, motivations, and obstacles encountered by EFL learners, highlighting the
necessity for structured guidance in navigating the digital realm for effective language learning.
Furthermore, it may explore the role of teachers in providing assistance and support, along with
discussing the impact of digital costs on the digital divide. In essence, the review lays the
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groundwork for the study's focus on investigating EFL learners’ IDLE practices and providing
valuable insights for language practitioners and educators to improve such practices.

Seong Lee (2019) delves into the correlation between informal digital learning of English (IDLE)
practices and language learning outcomes among Korean English-as-a-foreign-language (EFL)
university students. The study sheds light on the increasing interest in IDLE within the realms of
teaching English to speakers of other languages (TESOL) and computer-assisted language learning
(CALL). The abstract points out a research gap concerning the link between the extent and variety
of IDLE practices and diverse language learning outcomes. The research adopts a mixed-methods
approach, utilizing data gathered through a questionnaire, six English learning outcome measures,
and semi-structured interviews with 71 Korean EFL university students. The analysis employs
hierarchical linear regression to explore the predictive relationship between IDLE quantity and
diversity, demographic variables (such as age and major), and various language learning outcomes.
The results reveal that IDLE quantity, diversity, age, and major are significant predictors of distinct
language learning outcomes. Specifically, IDLE quantity, age, and major are linked to affective
variables like confidence and enjoyment, while IDLE diversity and major significantly forecast
productive language outcomes (speaking and productive vocabulary knowledge), standardized
English test scores (TOEIC), and one affective variable (lack of anxiety). These findings suggest
that both the quantity and diversity of IDLE practices play a unique role in shaping EFL learners’
English language outcomes.

Bolanle, a,. and Bosede, s. have provided an analysis of the influence of information and
communication technologies (ICTs) on the teaching of English and Communication Skills (ECS)
in Nigerian universities, specifically focusing on the Federal University of Agriculture Abeokuta
(FUNAAB). The study highlights how ICTs can address various challenges faced in the classroom,
such as overcrowding, lack of resources, and difficulties in classroom management. The authors
argue that electronic communication, characterized by the use of abbreviations and unconventional
language, may contribute to a decline in literacy and communication skills. They stress the
importance for educators to adapt to digital technologies while maintaining proficiency in
language and communication skills. Additionally, the study acknowledges the positive impact of
ICT-mediated teaching and learning on student engagement and performance. It also recommends
improvements in infrastructure, availability of software and hardware, and policy implementation
to sustain motivation and enhance overall performance.

Carolina, g. (2015) conducted a qualitative study that delves into the identity negotiation of English
Language Learners (ELLs) in an English language arts classroom. The research specifically
focuses on how ELLs’ perceptions as readers and writers play a role in this negotiation process.
The study took place in a sixth-grade classroom in deep South Texas, where 10 focal ELLs
representing various types of ELLs participated in a unit of instruction centered on identity,
designed by the teacher-researcher. Data collection occurred over three and a half months and
included written and audio-recorded interviews, participant journal entries, student-produced
artifacts, and a teacher-researcher journal. The findings underscore the significant influence of past
schooling experiences, language proficiency, high-stakes testing, and teacher actions on the
identity negotiation of ELLs. Additionally, the study reveals subtle distinctions in how different
types of ELLs negotiate their identities as learners, readers, and writers, underscoring the
importance of teachers recognizing these differences to effectively support ELLs’ identity
development and academic success.
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Research Methodology

The research methodology employed in the study “Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE)
By Young Learners at Primary Level: A Case Study” takes a meticulous approach. It begins with
an extensive review of existing literature, including academic journals, research reports, and
educational websites. This thorough examination provides a comprehensive understanding of
digital learning, language acquisition theories, and educational technology trends relevant to
primary education settings. Through the literature review, key themes, challenges, and
opportunities associated with IDLE among young learners are identified. These themes form the
basis for the subsequent phases of the research. A careful selection process is undertaken to choose
a suitable case study that represents the phenomenon of IDLE among young learners at the primary
level. Factors such as geographical location, socio-economic background, and educational context
are considered to ensure the case study’s relevance and representativeness. Various methods, such
as interviews, surveys, observation, and analysis of digital learning materials used by young
learners in informal settings, are employed to collect qualitative and quantitative data for the case
study. The collected data is then analyzed using qualitative and quantitative techniques. Qualitative
analysis involves thematic coding and interpretation to uncover patterns, themes, and insights
regarding young learners’ experiences with IDLE. Quantitative analysis utilizes statistical methods
to quantify the prevalence of certain behaviors or attitudes. The findings from the literature review
and the case study analysis are synthesized to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
challenges, opportunities, and solutions related to IDLE among primary students. This synthesis
enables the identification of overarching trends and implications for practice and policy. Based on
the synthesized findings, recommendations and solutions are proposed to address the identified
challenges.

Findings

Impact of Technology on Language Learning

The research emphasized the crucial impact of technology in aiding the acquisition of English
language skills in young students. Tools such as language learning apps, online videos, and
interactive websites were found to be beneficial in supporting traditional classroom teaching and
offering extra opportunities for language practice.

Influence of Culture on Digital Education

Cultural aspects were also found to influence how young learners interacted with digital English
language resources. Students from diverse cultural backgrounds tended to prefer digital materials
that resonated with their own cultural heritage and linguistic backgrounds.

Educational Implications:

The results of the study carry significant implications for educators and policymakers involved in
teaching English to primary school students. They highlight the importance of incorporating digital
resources into language instruction to boost student engagement and improve learning outcomes.
Furthermore, the findings stress the necessity of addressing economic disparities in access to
digital learning tools to ensure fair educational opportunities for all students.

Conclusion

The case study on Informal Digital Learning of English (IDLE) among young learners at the
primary level has highlighted the crucial role of digital tools in language acquisition. Platforms
like online games, social media, and educational apps allow children to interact with English
content in engaging ways, supplementing formal instruction with informal learning experiences.
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Recognizing and utilizing the potential of IDLE is essential for enhancing English language
education. IDLE promotes autonomous learning by enabling learners to explore language in
authentic contexts, boosting motivation and self-directed learning skills. However, challenges such
as unequal access to technology, digital literacy gaps, and content quality concerns need to be
addressed. Educators and policymakers must collaborate to overcome these obstacles and ensure
fair access to high-quality digital learning resources. Continued research and professional
development efforts are necessary to fully harness the benefits of IDLE in primary English
language education. By leveraging digital technology and innovative teaching methods, we can
empower young learners to succeed in a digitally connected world. Integrating IDLE into English
language education shows great potential in cultivating proficient and confident language users

capable of navigating today’s society effectively.

Further Recommendations

It Explore and suggest specific interactive digital resources tailored for young learners, such as educational games,
storytelling apps, and vocabulary-building tools. These resources can enhance their English language skills in an
engaging and interactive manner. Provide strategies for parents to actively participate in their child’s informal digital
English learning. Encourage them to promote English language activities at home and to monitor and discuss their
child’s progress. This involvement can greatly support their child’s language development. It Advocate for teacher
training programs that focus on integrating informal digital English learning into primary level curricula. These
programs should include workshops on selecting appropriate digital resources and incorporating them into lesson
plans. This will equip teachers with the necessary skills to effectively integrate technology into their teaching practices.
Propose the development or utilization of assessment tools designed to evaluate the effectiveness of informal digital
English learning initiatives among young learners. These tools will help educators gauge progress and identify areas
for improvement, ensuring that the learning experiences are impactful and beneficial. Highlight the benefits of
collaborative learning platforms or online communities where young learners can engage with peers in English
language activities. These platforms foster a sense of community and motivation, providing opportunities for learners
to practice their language skills in a supportive environment.

Discuss pedagogical approaches that align with informal digital English learning, such as task-based learning or
communicative language teaching. These approaches emphasize practical language use and real-world communication
scenarios, enabling learners to develop their language skills in a meaningful way. Emphasize the importance of
developing digital literacy skills alongside English language proficiency. This includes promoting critical thinking,
online safety, and responsible digital citizenship. These skills are essential for young learners to navigate the digital
world effectively and responsibly. Advocate for policy initiatives that support the integration of informal digital
English learning into primary level education. This includes allocating funding for digital resources, teacher training,
and research initiatives. These initiatives will ensure that young learners have access to quality digital learning
opportunities and support their language development effectively.
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