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A Comparative Study of Akhtar Shirani and John Keats: Quest for Beauty
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ABSTRACT
similarities and dissimilarities between their thought patterns, literary beliefs/schools of thoughts, romantic
characteristics, concerns and themes etc... John Keats is the most Romantic English poet ever; likewise, Akhtar
Shirani is the most Romantic poet, Urdu has ever produced. Romantic movement in English literature reached its
climax in the early nineteenth century; a century before it set forth in Urdu. Still the two Romantic poets have
striking similarities in the romantic characteristics of their poetry, like fervent imagination, quest for beauty,
escapism, sensuousness, medievalism, nostalgia, supernaturalism etc.This article aims at a comparative study of
Keats's and Shirani's quest for beauty. Surprisingly, both Romantic poets yearn for feminine beauty, the beauty of
Nature and then reach the ultimate ideal of Beauty of Truth.To Keats, beauty itself is the ultimate truth; likewise,
Akhtar Shirani through branded as a drunkard by the Urdu critics, sees the ultimate beauty of truth when just like
Keats, his Romantic Ideals are shattered to bits. Unlike Keats, Shirani is unable to blend his findings of reality in
odes but his scattered verses confirm that just like Keats, he clearly sees the rejection of his Romantic Ideals and
.embrace the realistic beauty of truth in his later life

Keywords: Akhtar shirani, John Keats, Romanticism, Romantic, Comparative literature,
Romanticism beauty of truth, Beauty, English poetry
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Light fect, dark violet eyes, and parted hair,
Soft dimpled hands, white neck and creamy breast,
Are things on which dazzled senses rest
Till the fond fixed eyes forget their stare |
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Pillowed upon my fair love's ripening breast
To feel for ever its soft fall and swell
Awake forever is a sweet unrest,

Still still to hear tender taken breath

And to live ever or else swoon to death J
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I met a lady in the meads

Full Beautiful - a faery's child

Her hair was long, her foot was light

And her eyes were wild

I made a garland for her head,

And bracelets too, and fragrant zone,
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She looked at me as she did love

And made sweet moan.

She took me to her elfin grot

And there she wept and sighed full sore,
And there I shut her wild wild eyes

with kisses four N
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Full on the casement shone on the wintry moon
And threw warm jewels on Madeline's fair breast
As down she knelt for heaven's grace and boon
Rose-bloom fell on her hand, together prest
She seemed an angel newly drest

She knelt, so pure a thing, so free from mortal taint Y
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She was a gordian shape of dazzling,....
Vermillion-spotted, golden, green and blue stripped like a ....., freckled like a paid
Eyes like a peacock, and all........
And full of silver-moons that, as she breathed,
Dissolved or brighter shone, or interreathed
Their lustres with the gloomier..... £
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of all its wreathed pearls her hair she frees,
Unclasps her warmed jewels one by one,
Loosens her fragrant bodice, by degees
Her rich attire creeps rustling to her knees
Half hidden like a mermaid in sea-weed A
etk st L PP UL IS
:ftad‘idwgzﬁdihudg%;«:t‘c “)’51;4}(”:2;(}:‘/!&'))/
s £ ‘Lmr}’”pﬂ”{gmu"lajfJ/_,A?Kw,ftglz;éu K523 57 NS e S Uk A6 TS g 1S5
Wi LR e iy BT e PSP e V¥ e UF v e 0Pl B2 K s
1 T A 057 L P e sn ks LK 2R P P
-7 e L £ 9]
< M .5’ J £ o M
A e u:f/ ORI B Ji

- s

S| W s £ 4 L :pf»'f"

-

(13

< - /E Al Yo S7

; g
< ‘7"}{ g (?'J rrﬁ u’/l r) 17

0/ 0 hJ Ny J ¥ dl}? Ut

4 >

PP St P Sy

A K _:,/.j Cal A ok Ul J

637



ISSN On..hne : 2709-4030 Vol.8 No.2 2024
ISSN Print : 2709-4022

& oo o T s e U
L U A SVPY
ZES (RS (R S T C 4
& {1 J A g 2 AT
< A2 S L J ¥ o
D T Y R (R ST GRS TS
PN T AN A A A BT

T g Ly e T St L i fS e S F e mi i 7 3L
¢ Ulours e K w8 AT Uy
¥ Ul U o ow o € E L w
¢ Ul W e LUl A
s g od 0 = S
g S ‘f T .

G st LA e g e e L LU o S S stk & & WL
e /S pad J -7 3 M

e u:"’ Js /“ g4 s Lp

I
Qe

TV NPR e PRI Codi¥ I

I e PG
S A S e i St K Ut A
;u”éd‘/d/&u/u@ww% o //”u“;uu‘!u’l/U&Z)?JJL’;U)A_/L/:MBGZ:JVJ/C.U/J"}

e G AP S e S P st 5P S 2 S e S SO GE

-y ST VY S T ot

I S 2 wg
ft; £ 18 u"’“/ J o s .

638



ISSN Print

ISSN Online : 2709-4030
: 2709-4022

Vol.8 No.2 2024

sy
=f S Lo s a7
‘35;» L S _',l/"?

Uzy U Ure
« ¢ U J% € oI5 s My

[

[

u} uﬁ'él;ujd/g uﬁm,?Jf;ug/,(GJfJufefm‘a,/Lajrﬁ Ku;zlk‘io/i;l’d.f{/‘u;ztg(j‘u:/g/,f‘ukf!’.,,zuﬁc,flal//,
-+~chﬁw’ﬁ*cz}ﬂ«fd/Vf3&2/}'dif'r—d/¢Jﬁ'1f+&J/J;/Jlfu@’u?u{1JufJU
¢ Uy

rﬁ
rf.f
g

o
g4

_I$

1 U’/.E:

1

»
1

IR S

Uk ol

T VT B T ]
g < s i

« b of = &

Ui ,:9

3 Y4 b.«i;bé - 17

¢~ y i

i S e & &
Ul 23

J:sda.,quugjgugd’tiu’:u/,f..ﬁufzgfncfg;,gd;lL~/;)3Kur”'/6,tﬁufuuJ}?’l;uiLugﬂ;&[}w’u}
lgG/L}j‘{,/?Lu;’l'}‘c[ﬂfd/d/{g/&lrjuﬁd/lﬁd)h;id/&lj?lu:‘ﬁjdﬁ'.ﬁd?lﬂj/uJLﬂJZ:»Z[(Eugnlujdéu“ﬁé

ﬁ_lféjl.z{f/}u’ﬂw J'/énd/)’:_lﬁ u':gj;u‘.’.'d/%

W

ol Kus e Ty o @iisg e § PASH] (’” IS Lokt L eze s ALY L pE Uit Y
<£n45(y/«'/’uﬁ‘l{56/ﬁ/§.’1L&lr;u),)/gu{,u,fuﬁu;gyé_?l:u)/“

639



ISSN Online : 2709-4030
ISSN Print : 2709-4022

Vol.8 No.2 2024

fx e o6 = ug o
AV T ST By
b 8 ourk L L ouds sf
Lx LW JE A L Ut Sl

. ~

S T A= S SN S ST
v 2l g JJT e (tﬁ sy

o~ -0k T4 She walks in a beauty like light SuA L o2/ U125kl -6 5167 Lot
e Mol et S L FES e God s LS TS 1 20§ A3 A 7 8020831
(7T w LL/‘ SOoui s €6 Le
7 iw Py yod = u},’?ﬁ Jf/
S ovow 46 e ouk LG U
0w L6 Uy L =l G2
= S17 ok & o &,clg Jt&f
Iow by = b L o s Wl
oo ogF W oy
dorx o = Za L G4 A
JE o de T uFT e b
0o by b L (1;' L

g9

L:«//ufﬁp(/l.z(ou;ltat’nulfgé_féu,egj.fjiﬁ‘/fufujlf(:,«fd//l{(fujo;l,d;ugyuléél,ﬁf&jﬁ|
u}‘ié “&’”Luwug“&b”*‘i..é@gﬁz_z|@)J‘3’”;o;g Lu’l/;l/iyﬁjjcu;'{;@:u)géu'l:u’?‘(%p(u’l:u’;%ﬂ;
de Oy U£ ot F W W A

640



ISSN Online : 2709-4030
ISSN Print : 2709-4022

Vol.8 No.2 2024

3AL U U I e e i Lo n 7 T 4505 7 F i S UL udn Pt
e T E AL P Gt el L B P e
A thing of beauty is a joy for ever
Its loveliness increases, it will never, pass into nothing, but still will keep.
A bower quiet for us and a sleep
Full of sweet dreams, and health and quiet breathing,
Therefore, on every morning, are we wreathing
A flowery band binds us to the earth
Spite of despondency of the inhuman dearth
Of noble natures, of the gloomy days
Of all the unhealthy and over darkened way
Make for our searching; yet in spite of all
Some shape of beauty moves away the pall
From our dark spirits, Such the sun, the moon,
Trees old, and young, sprouting a shady boon
For simple sheep, and such are daffodils
With the green world they live in and clear rills

That for themselves a cooling covert make
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'Gainst the hot season, the mild forest brake
Rich with a sparkling of fair musk-rose blooms
And such too is the grandeur of the dooms

We have imagined for the mighty dead

All lovely tales that we have heard or read:

An endles fountain of immortal drink,

Pouring into us from the heaven's brink g
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The gross, the thicket and the fruit-tree wild
White hawthorn and the pastoral eglantine
Fast fading violet, covered up in the leaves
And mid-May's elder child
The coming musk-rose full of dewy wine

The murmurous haunt of flies on summer eves r
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For what had made the sage or poet, write
But this fair paradise of Nature's light Nig
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There was an aweful rainbow once in heaven,
We know her woof, her texture, she is given

In the dull cataloguc of common things Rdi
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Where are the songs of spring - Ay where are they?
Think not of than, thou hast thy music too  re
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Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness!
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him, how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run
To bend with apple the moss;d cottage trees,

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;  tY
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Beauty is truth and truth beauty

All ye know on earth and all ye need to know Ji
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The weariness, the fever and the fret
Here, where men sit and hear each other groan;
Where palsy shakes a few, sad, last gray hairs,
Where youth grows pale, and spectre-thin, and dies,
Where but to think is to be full of sorrow
And leaden-eyed despair Nidgt
y;z«./(}v/&‘guﬁfuf@rmu’gw_iuuljhéouyu,’u:&;Lf&jz«ﬁuff. L,@ur_uuﬂi'%u
LSEEP1 2688 A Aner S SO0 T e e s lal Tt s FI67 ed i fonF xibbi ot
Lo o s e KIS a2
St oSS 5 2 s P st P FEE st T FeF L e gl ot UG L el i 2 P17
Llﬁlfuijg‘/i.@?‘?Jff!d’{/;igﬁ/%iKc;U’lg"%ir.éu'éUrﬁj}/;iu:jw//'/u[f-uw.}ﬁm&/”Lf'ré_uxv”ic}’d/u?g

647



ISSN On..hne : 2709-4030 Vol.8 No.2 2024
ISSN Print : 2709-4022

A etor -t e s a2l LIS a2 B ind el et 5. Lt 36
L7 e G GALIE S Lt sl n S 03 3o s i s ) Lol
J:/L“»;»?c;é.uyuw%mrﬂ/bf = F et e dee sk WL E PN S e e G e 23U
) S
£}u;1w/"&f_@t{/éud/ﬁéﬁw‘d};u:éjgfﬁt%z J@ £g/;f¢'%u,f&uﬁ; “;/Joug’;lrw”,[,,m
“ S et ind Yo
U3 el B G L8 2P S c‘-J? FFuE W Gl L B G L e sl o
W pldTadUt S St et B A e P MBI L i 20207 S5t d 1B ol
WA S DL Paf e “ofqui”gi/,l+tﬁ@L{;u’c)’f;Qi.jiﬁm_'/,,z_}/&%;]uKu)igiér],;mu,}é
-‘L&////gﬂj RS Uiz G Uiuge b
A s Bast? L ey 2 I AT U G50 PG S b S 12,25 L ]
U Eudne I L Udss Pl I E = Ui b AU LTl EsZ gt s 5550 S %UC,
T “i’/?ut/'u%o’m,ueL"L/U;{;vgu;/?édg LU T sl =i S(Anti-Escapism). PrawlZipUL
-
U (" o P2 Iy Lu;/ﬁ&u,//,iug/u4£&u;/Lu3 W) jﬁué;
o T e o o s U
L v v
ooy 26w ek o e & om

LaW@"JJL}L’KJf?le}gL&Vd/ﬁlé.l;u‘g’} e s
10 SR> 7T SR 79 Y-S S BT ¥
e Lo 7 = S Ud e g
e L e L oud = & E Do iy
e &K uie aFF N ¢
ko g L& % f; L us
e W o F / Ly ud S F T

n -

648



ISSN Online : 2709-4030
ISSN Print : 2709-4022

Vol.8 No.2 2024

e W 4K U e ud L uAT G
< JGJ o s i S :gju J Bsogs

fe s & vk S < S ¢ 2
~
&L,&;u/ufi(ﬂjf‘@;ti@L/;f;)&;‘b’b@oy‘é;“‘umgﬂy@f@yffL‘s:”cfwu“(tJ}fmzrui‘m,L,é

Y S S (T Lip LS P S, Jf‘jm;,gwfgffi

Ux ol Voo =l $e
U 42 ol V% ¥ J ¢
s F o £ s F o
U o,gfé e 2 (..) 54’ o
N S U S - Y A /(,r‘j
S YRS SR SN O Y V7 BT«
o Al 5 4 (‘ el U
S Y/ S VY 2 B
A STV S-S TR AP
s wg  Lro ¥ 8 0 U

2
:ﬁnﬂ(ﬁ”au@flﬁ,(qu/‘/ﬁjg
e LIPS 1 QAN F s feitinis, B8 2 e $ES g Lie F M ek n29 18 FES P

b i
I John Keats, The Complete Works of John Keats, Volume 5, Edited by Harry Buxton
Forman, T. Y Gorvell & Company, 1817, p. 27
r. John Keats, “The complete poetical works and letters of John Keats” Macmillan
Company , 1903, pg 52
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»- John Keats, “The poetical Words and Other writings of John Keats”, Edited by Harry
Buxton Forman, Reeves & Turner, 1883, pg 359
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1- John Keats, “The poetical works of John Keats”, University of Lawrence, 1854, pg223
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