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Abstract

This article intends to throw light upon the concept of freedom of non-Muslims in the golden era of
Rashidun Caliphate. This period of Rashidun Caliphate is called the golden age of Islam. The status of this
period is vital and legal for Muslims because guidance is sought towards the period of Rashidun Caliphate,
if no direction is available from the Holy Prophet //. That is why, the guidance of diverse religious,
worldly, social, ethical, personal and legal matters is always sought from this period. The Holy Prophet /7
has also asked to hold firmly to His Sunnah and the Sunnah of Khalifa Rashid. That is why it is essential
for Muslims to seek guidance from Rashidun Caliphate. In this article, the rights of non-Muslims have been
discussed during the era of Rashidun Caliphate. Islam not only gives rights to its believers, but also it
supports the same freedom of non-Muslims. In this article, it has been clarified that what kinds of rights did
the non-Muslims have in the Rashidun Caliphate? Did they enjoy the same social and religious freedom as
were enjoyed by the Muslims too? What was the conduct of the Rashidun Caliphate in relation to the
protection of their lives, property, honor and dignity as well? Were they required to serve in the military or
did they pay taxes in return? These types of questions are answered in this article and conclusions drawn
with the help of historical and analytical research.

Key Words: - Holy Prophet, Rashidun Caliphate, Non-Muslims, Freedom, Rights, Islam.
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