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Use of Behaviourism in field of education
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Abstract

Behaviourism is a theory of the late 19th century. Jan B. Watts is counted among its early proponents.
Additionally, Bloomfield and Skinner were also supporters of this theory. While it is a psychological
theory, its application is common in the field of education as well. According to this theory, learning
must be acquired through the means of experimental sciences. Students should be provided with
practical opportunities and environments through which they can learn arts and sciences. To facilitate
effective learning in Behaviourism, an environment and stimulation should be created in such a way
that the student repeatedly provides feedback. The repetition of stimulation and its feedback will
enhance the effectiveness of learning. Since Behaviourism encourages applied types of learning, it is
necessary to provide students with an environment that is beneficial for applied learning.
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The ideas of behaviourism have their roots in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century’s .John B. Watson, an American working in the realm of the new psychology, is
widely accepted as one of the earliest proponents of behaviourism. He is believed to have
first used the term ‘behaviourism’ (though he probably used an American spelling)i.
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They view learning as the acquisition or reorganization of cognitive structures through which

human beings process and store information (Good and Brophy, 1990:189)".
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Learning for the constructivists is the construction of personal perceptions of reality
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according to one's personal experiences (Jonasson, 1991
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“A relatively enduring change in observable behaviour that occurs as a result of

experience” (Eggen and Kauchak, 2001: 214)"
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A change in behaviour as a result of experience or practice”.
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A process by which behaviour is changed, shaped or controlled”
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Rapidly becoming a behavioristicstudy of how groups family, village,national, church and

the likebuild up habits (attitudes) in theindividual during the formativeperiod and thus
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maintain control ofhim throughout life™".
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Being replaced slowly by behavioristic studies on the human child where scientific

methods are being established for conditioning and unconditioning the child. When such

studies are carried to an ideal state, there should be no reason for psychopathic breakdowns
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or disturbances in the adult
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In the behaviourist view (Bloomfield, Skinner, Thorndik, Waston) leangauge learning is

John B. Watson, Behaviorism,p18

seen like any other kind of learning as the formation of habits.”
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Human beings are exposed to numerous stimuli in their environment. The Response they
give to these semuili will be reinforced in successful, that is if some desired outcome is
obtained. Through repeated reinforcement, a certain stimulus will elicit the same response
time and gain, which will then become a habit.”
SEKL LS I I St s S W oG AL Lo e S L pm i F L
SH pr s F e LS S P il L L p s IS s ParaSF S fn b
S il GLiAdm bl Mo e UF TS el S pmrea st SIS pr o S e s
eJF Lw(“b,)uwué.l,akﬁ‘):@.f/w{!fwjioj<§_u’5KqﬁLduL;u;/,ﬁdp,<£unﬂ<~.uﬂly&(éuL.uja/
= Atk JP Ui bl s 23S 6 L orese§UIE SG - SIF s A S oL F
/JjLzzfu;fgdd‘lj;rKK;uu_9tnﬂua,,agffm/%wu:uwgtgamg‘fféjséyv/ng/ugfg,u,wq;g & e
:u;jé,'«éu:c/”w<¢/J’“’/J2_l>./“rff£a»fm4_/lz;wv{'

458



ISSN Online : 2709-4030 Vol.8 No.2 2024
ISSN Print : 2709-4022

The application of operant conditioning to education is simple and direct. Teaching is the
arrangement of contingencies of reinforcement under which students learn. They learn
without teaching in their natural environments, but teachers arrange special contingences
which expedite learning, hastening the appearance of behaviour which would otherwise be
acquired slowly or making sure of appearance of behaviour which otherwise would never
Xi
occur.
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Classical conditioning suggest maintaining a positive environment, or the possibility
arises of pupils developing a negative attitude towards a subject because of the unpleasant
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feelings associated with how it was learned.
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The amount of learning that can be generalized between a familiar situation and an
unfamiliar one is determined by the number of elements the situations have in common
(Schweiso, 1989: 121). "
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“Put into words, the figure illustrates that concrete experiences come through the sensory
cortex, reflective observation involves the integrative cortex at the back, creating new
abstract concepts occurs in the frontal integrative cortex, and active testing involves the
motor brain. In other words, the learning cycle arises from the structure of the brain.” (Zull
2002: 18-19;2011*)
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We know from the many cases that the grammatical structure of native language tends to
be transferred to the foreign language... We have here the major source of difficulty or ease
in learning the foreign language ... Those structures that are different will be difficult.
(Lado, 1957, cited in Dully etal 1982, p 99)*"
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