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Abstract:

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan (1817-1898) was an influential Indian Muslim reformer,
educator, and writer who played a vital role in the socio-religious and educational
renaissance of Indian Muslims during the 19th century. He is best known for his efforts
to modernize Muslim society and promote education through rational and scientific
inquiry. Sir Syed argued that the Quran should be interpreted contextually, considering
the historical and cultural circumstances of its revelation. He believed that
understanding the context in which Quranic verses were revealed is crucial for their
proper interpretation and application in contemporary times. He emphasized the
compatibility of Quranic teachings with modern science. Sir Syed maintained that Islam
encourages the pursuit of knowledge and that any apparent contradictions between the
Quran and scientific findings are due to misinterpretations of the Quranic text. Sir Syed
was critical of superstitious beliefs and practices that had crept into Muslim society.
He argued that such practices were not rooted in the Quran and needed to be
eradicated for the community to progress. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan's rationalist approach
significantly influenced Muslim thought in South Asia, encouraging a re-evaluation of
traditional interpretations and fostering a spirit of intellectual and educational reform.
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3 Sir Syed contended that the Quran is in harmony with science and rational thought, and any
conflicts arise from incorrect interpretations of the text." (Metcalf, Barbara D. Islamic Revival in British
India: Deoband, 1860-1900. Princeton University Press, 1982)
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1 "He encouraged the use of ijtihad to reinterpret Islamic teachings to meet contemporary
needs, promoting an adaptive and dynamic understanding of Islam." (Lelyveld, David.
Aligarh’s First Generation: Muslim Solidarity in British India' Princeton University Press, 1978)

2 "Evolution of Syed Ahmad Khan's Religious Thought: A Note" This JSTOR article discusses the

development of Sir Syed’s religious thoughts, including his views on supernatural elements like angels.
Read on JSTOR

97:5,31 3

ol S U pe it Lot L6 U1 pe L /3{( Aot ST 183 Solk A BWas e sl 4
-Layib-’/u.lgcg}fﬁg@,}4],ﬁ.ujcﬁ,@}j[wu’liu‘iz_/d}tgz_/t‘l

388


https://www.jstor.org/stable/44156301

ISSN Online : 2709-4030
ISSN Print :2709-4022

Vol.8 No.2 2024

1-‘Lf”dﬁfi‘¢y/laggrﬁ%},ﬁufd:“yutuﬁu”u/ugég/,f{.‘adv

S FPEh i
L/,ffguww/c‘-a.@;dﬁfﬁ?c‘_/ud/,ﬂffw{uﬁfu:&g,y'fc‘_uw;b@;}wc)m
e Sl FLt S S R e S Mool g o5 e sz a3 80 2 256 B
S iFotl n& g obebiodibbi iz L. LS Wil $e elifl e &) Fled ol
fﬂldr/ul‘g/lu’/)‘v@ﬁgﬂ&l&Z:uléiuf//;l‘Lt‘lgn‘;/,t"/lp;%}‘g:/c/lﬁ!LJﬁgeujLnLX/jVL
I el U801 L st ts U B0 st e T AT E PV S isie b L 85
-‘LJfﬂrt{(j’l/)l_u’?/g}x}u;bﬂu’:d}'/'ccU7}MLLKL-(U.L:;A»’VL/:;‘"é"/fgl)'d/ué[fu.}'

:Jﬂ)ﬂﬁ'—anab’@)lﬁ’gw

LHE T SIS 1B R (F s 0f 6K 2 MU el it 2 e T U
SE 2148 dr o 58001 < 3§ ei TG 5 St 8 T\ F AL L5 s
Jfﬂfkﬂ'/"?’&dwmb.‘%-%?)'/IL?”Luléiuf/»@/(f‘J‘JJ/J/L’LL:«':'(;/J://.Z?LL@?J_"«LJd“é;
?-;‘jrﬂfﬂl(3ngal)i’p)ﬂ"%(L,y/[(KLbLﬂLu}Jlfgul%gdjbéé%J//JLféd@ﬂ!uf}L
Ao K PN 214 G Lot s e S el e F P SO e s LS udfre
-‘LMZJGU:U}?‘L?&

(AN L3160 S 1 B

i S

(e g B1 51 Sl Go 3 ) iXedall G gl @)
A.i'Jif&fﬁcf,f'cudlb?u:f/?qfufl-‘Lﬂi}z‘;rﬂl;&ﬁ'}lu@“al}!@dr/a—uﬁuf}fulguﬁuf’é)ﬁl
ufd;iéz_/l}fmﬁ‘_/!d/j._{l g;[w@u,z,Lc‘_L"/.,t?‘uim,/:‘f’mjc;utuiUmusz.u:u;f'/'dw
e QTSI B S ot (2 i L a7 s i bt e o1 2 £8P Pt f Fre L

kbt

(IDJF (D20 G L@ W)L (2361 DG A@E ()31 (D) 1
Bl (e A DBl 0D INLE(L) S0 (10) 2200) 50 31
30: 70 2

75!(2;"5// 3

389



ISSN Online : 2709-4030
ISSN Print :2709-4022

Vol.8 No.2 2024

Ot U bdrf e Cenlidid! (S0 Ly Jans dus el & )
e IS (P d LGl S o J&5 i o i v 58 80 el S et
-%Cﬁng(x'j”t)#K:)V/J/nfuug/'u’{c_dﬁ»blc;lf%uf

DK ISP 4 /ulu‘? /}‘(37; J 11 ;er
’ :+dwd/y;¢/;
31 olae 5705 4 31 Ldy 31 81 dxd §1 ol o5 L )
SEFLETT (s e B1-01Tn L 3L (23005 Y3) Jwid
s (P L= pod 22 S8 (S e L s (LB Gl SUDL b LG F L\ pe 1
I PEI P U YN ) P4
S g/&a’,ﬁéu’,cﬁfwm e it e $F i e E S Gt STl
6T i VL Gt UF DAL e B arb | peir§ F e b e S syl
Sl SG0 ANt fe Kb 21 2 U 1 IS L G5 £
-gjf,z.fmééu‘d/%ééfbgmfug
50053 (ela asle 1 oo ol g S 2k 00 (o ol (3 Bl & clgie 1 (o mnodll 3l Aile (2)
fiadid e 3AAT 545 « ol alialio (e gl Ga T i aile 20 o & s U8B § 250 Sl Las€ ol Ja s
e U3 T 2aT5 ghe Al oy Aile 05 " Ughs e B saKIE SIag A J ek Blis-To (U6 s &k L 485
3((Bre Moadi] s (15 Ak fumdid 5101 B 3301 § (2511
e Mo G L St b 1 UL TSP o dn o sae Bet e
Ji;TdJ@ffm"ﬁ;ﬁ:eribJ}fLL}L (L/:,J&M*Ji&‘ HT?&J;’JJL’JJUHTWIJ//LJ/LEL,UV
25L) 25 J'/CL)JJ)L/)LL}/(}J,«J-LL}/[UVJ/ iuﬂ/ JJ;/;ladru’/
WKUIUE R e b el ET UL e U S22 3 e bl a i Qo s Grnit it
T e bod P a8 T A S LT o5 L S el i) He UGS i
“ ;;%&Q;J (V T =7 ?nndirwt{uu%,zj,léxdjb&,/? f‘/ PR
PRVt Y I IR LT L"/Jtﬁo/./j;?&%dt/wk&,LJ,JAWJLV:/JMC:

124:(&1)1 1
50:824 2

<2b:.¢/é|;/‘Ljﬂw*fﬁdﬁsﬂg‘:jl:Jfkluijcdzl'{. 3

390



ISSN Online : 2709-4030
ISSN Print :2709-4022

Vol.8 No.2 2024

5u?;}."'Jﬁjgu(éii,"v/f‘at‘nr}”cgy;uu‘r‘jrl/"ui_la?t‘Tuﬁﬁ&Ulﬁf&ndil?(ﬁé/}z:?i/',@t/’uf
_‘gduéﬁggg‘r‘jul%p}]jﬁ'uﬁ.’,géJ;Jrj

e Je o3 L6 21 39 (U E e I

WS USIL P82 1 e F U f o lossnb U2 D2 PIOAL I Lo b4 1
=l e O

Qo ST e 7 e e F o8 s LUGT A 1o el Ui L3640 U7
S35 L s b S S e S Sk S L o6

LJ}“lJL‘L (Practical examples of Nurture))uit?fde?m,u/(_;,/ﬁgjmfuujw/
S L1 e b S it 2T L 32 1 P el [ b bbnad e o b o
/“Léﬂujfgé]utfl]d/ﬁ;{.&“JIL/(JUJLJQ’&)H’J}L-LLL}MJJ)JJ}?JZ:U'J@&}?KWJ%L
wyz e poF L Wesd iU 5050 £ Peter Hardy J/“““”JL‘"’L)’{J/,»

0Slta i Ul Lail hadl dde Jg limall o amly £31 L ol dyle sl oLl e it uzd lyzall Lal”
/5?%@7&;4LVQLf;u:u'g/’;&,;ﬁ”u?uﬁuu’}ig}‘;huﬁ”jugq““»b Al Sl Ll JI s
e I LI By e (e rte S 2un AL G S e B 6

.;,g,_ujL//&‘lwwLn.;;wJ}muﬁ‘ér;/;yuﬁu:uf}/?/,bd;ymgidﬂwuuju”//
(KKJTW-‘QW}L'/(K&WLc./i(;g!&gﬂUFLQQL)J:‘?/?;,#Juuﬂt;lu?é.dwmf%ﬁﬂqﬁ
ﬂl.f_feu!tggl’«,gﬁéca%Jul/;pii.d@)bi‘aJi&/d'&;ﬁuﬁ&g(fd/w-ggwﬁw£c,/'5(};lu+we
@/ﬂ&ért@u/ug;‘uué.%w fﬂfz/_ufc/uf((@/)'guéuﬁ b (oo bl S U
‘ao;/szfu(dtﬁﬁmﬁ/jm;,/Juﬂpiz//u’u‘deﬁldu&w}m,ﬁ.gl’uﬁ’uﬁ;gui;irwgawwc%_%
(fJ/LLdL;LWGK/,f;g/ﬁJ@I(GMu‘rfujébéu’;zualJM;WAILQJL;@L:K@%J@uvuﬁdwﬁn

1 Hasan, T.,The Aligarh Movement and the Making of the Indian Muslim Mind, 1857-2002. Rupa & Co.
(2006).

342:u‘:uu/u,g/;lufﬁv/’”

3 Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was a vocal critic of the superstitious beliefs and practices that were
prevalent among Muslims, advocating for a rational and Quran-based faith (Hardy, Peter,
The Muslims of British India, Cambridge University Press, 1972
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