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ABSTRACT:

This article enlightens the impact of 1857's war of independence against British which was variously described and
declared a revolt that resulted in oppression of Indian Muslims especially. This era was surely one of the darkest
periods of Muslim history and it affected the community immensely. British termed this war as “mutiny” (Ghadar)
not only human lives were changed but Urdu literature, particularly novel, was greatly struck by the tragedy caused
by this national dilemma. This predicament helped shaping the ideology of Urdu novel. As every dark cloud has a
silver lining. This political muddle introduced a new idea to Urdu- Realism. Political and national mess of 1857
pushed Urdu novel to carve a new path for itself. This article briefly tells us about all the eras Urdu novel has faced
since its emergence in 1869 by Nazir Ahmed. 1857's war of independence casted long lasting effects on Urdu
literature and this tragedy surely nurtured the novel. Following article not only edifies about the destruction caused
by this war but also discusses its impact on Urdu novel.

Key words: Revolt, Era, Community, Urdu Literature, Tragedy, Destruction, 1857, War of
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“Ahmad’s novel Ibn ul Waqt (1888) refers to the events of 1857.The
protagonist, an Indian Muslim gentleman named Ibn ul Waqt, saves
thelife an Englishman, Mr. Noble, whom he finds lying wounded near
Delhi. Ibn ul Waqt gives him the hospitality of his house for three
months. After the British prevail, and Noble is once again installed in
a position of power, he rewards Ibn ul Waqt by making him a
subordinate official. At the same time he encourages him to move to
the European part of the city and adopt Western ways. However, the
newly-Anglicised Ibn ul Waqt is not accepted by the English and also
loses the respect of his compatriots. In the end one of his relatives,
Hujjat ul Islam, convinces him that he should stop trying to be a

Westerner.(5)
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