ISSN Online : 2709-4030 Vol.8 No.1 2024
ISSN Print : 2709-4022

159 K I S sl mpd S

(The Problem of Nationalism and the Concept of Islamic Unity)

Dr. Hafiz Arshid Igbal
Lec. Govt Khawaja Rafique
Shaheed College, Lahore.
hafizarshad555@gmail.com

Dr. Haris Mubeen

Dir. Centre for Quran & Sunnah,
Univeristy of the Punjab, Lahore.
haris.szic@pu.edu.pk

ABSTRACT:

How to build a nation? This debate among the Muslims of the subcontinent arose
during the colonial period, Allama Igbal was of Muslim nationality while Abul Kalam Azad,
Maulana Muhammad Ali Jauhar and Syed Hussain Ahmed Madani were of separate
nationalist. Everyone had their own arguments, the goal was that Muslims benefit from
gathering under the flag of Muslim nationality or struggling with the platform of united
nationality. How can the religious and economic interests of the Muslims of the subcontinent
be protected? Maulana Syed Hussain Ahmed Madani was the pioneer of pro-United
Nationalists scholars. Maulana Hussain Ahmed Madani, while addressing a gathering in
Sadar Bazar, Delhi in 1938, said,” "In today's time, nations are formed by blood, not by race
or religion. The inhabitants of England are considered a nation However, there are also Jews
and Christians.” Allama advocated the unity of Hindus and Muslims but was opposed to a
united Indian nationhood. Compared to Allama, Maulana Mohammad Ali Jauhar who
established Jamia Millia, Maulana Azad and Syed Hussain Ahmed Madani were powerful
voices regarding united Hindi nationalism. "Maulana Azad, in his address as Congress
president in 1940, said,” "The common life of our millennials has moulded a united nation."
Whether we like it or not, we have now become an Indian nation. The article will present a
comparative analysis of Allama's concept of nationhood and the views of Maulana Azad,
Maulana Muhammad Ali Jauhar and Syed Hussain Ahmed Madani.
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Nation, subcontinent, Syed Hussain Ahmed Madani, unity, millennials, Abul Kalam
Azad, financial benefits, social identity.
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"No doubt, Christianity, long before Islam, brought the message of
equality to mankind; but Christian Rome did not rise to the full
apprehension of the idea of humanity as a single organism. As Flint
rightly says, "No Christian writer and still less, of course, any other in
the Roman Empire, can be credited with having had more than a
general and abstract conception of human unity." And since the days of
Rome the idea does not seem to have gained much in depth and
rootage in Europe. On the other hand, the growth of territorial
nationalism, with its emphasis on what is called national
characteristics, has tended rather to kill the broad human element in the
art and literature of Europe. It was quite otherwise with Islam. here the
idea was neither a concept of philosophy nor a dream of poetry. As a
social movement the aim of Islam was to make the idea a living factor
in the Muslim's daily life, and thus silently and imperceptibly to carry

it towards fuller fruition.""®
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