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Abstract:

This research paper explores the complexities of individual identity in Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi's "Bazaar-e-
Hayat" through the lens of modernism and postmodernism. Qasmi's characters, caught between tradition
and modern ideologies in a rapidly changing world, grapple with fragmented identities. The analysis delves
into the modernist techniques employed (psychological depth, fragmented narratives, challenging morality)
and postmodernist aspects (multiple perspectives, questioning truth, playful language). Highlighting the
power of literature to explore identity in flux, the paper acknowledges the difficulty of distinguishing these
movements in Urdu literature. It further explores the impact of historical and social factors, including the
Indian Partition, on shaping character identities. Ultimately, this research emphasizes the ongoing struggle
for self-definition in a constantly evolving world, contributing to the understanding of individual identity in
Urdu literature and the intersection of modernism and postmodernism.
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A comprehensive but vague term for a movement (or tendency)
which began to get under way in the closing years of the 19th c. and
which had a wide influence internationally during much of the 20th
c. The term pertains to all the creative arts, especially poetry,
fiction, drama, painting, music and architecture. There have been
various theories as to when the movement (or its tendencies) was at
its height (some suggest the 1920s for this) and as to whether the
modernist movement is actually over. Some have suggested that
modernism, as an innovative and revivifying movement, was played
out by the late 1940s, and that it was then that postmodernism (g.v.)
began. In fact, such movements, of their nature, do not just start and
stop; the evolution is gradual. The impetus and energy of one
diminishes (but continues) as the momentum of another

burgeons.(1)
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