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ABSTRACT: 

This article presents an exploration of the intersection between Sharia law and the legal system in Pakistan, delving 

into its historical foundations, contemporary challenges, and future trajectories. 

Situated at the nexus of tradition and modernity, Pakistan's legal landscape reflects a complex interplay of Islamic 

jurisprudence, colonial legacies, and ongoing legal reforms. Through a comprehensive analysis, the article traces the 

evolution of Sharia law within the Pakistani context, from its inception during the early Islamic conquests to its 

incorporation into the legal framework post-independence. It examines the dynamic relationship between Sharia law 

and British colonial rule, highlighting the transformations in legal institutions and the persistence of Islamic legal 

principles in various domains. Moreover, the article navigates through the debates and controversies surrounding the 

implementation of Sharia law in contemporary Pakistan, addressing issues of human rights, gender equality, and 

religious freedom. Drawing upon a diverse range of scholarly perspectives, including legal studies, sociology, and 

political science, the article offers a nuanced understanding of the complexities inherent in reconciling Islamic 

principles with modern legal norms. Finally, it identifies gaps in existing research, particularly the need for a more 

inclusive examination of marginalized communities' experiences with Sharia law, and proposes a futuristic approach 

involving advanced analytics and interdisciplinary collaboration to anticipate and address evolving challenges in the 

legal landscape. 
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Introduction: 

The legal system of Pakistan stands at the crossroads of tradition and modernity, shaped by a 

complex interplay of Islamic jurisprudence, colonial legacy, and contemporary legal reforms. 

Central to this system is the incorporation of Sharia law, which has deep historical roots in the 

region and continues to influence various aspects of Pakistani society and governance Ahmed, A. 

(2016). This article provides a comprehensive historical overview of Sharia law and its integration 

into the legal framework of Pakistan. It traces the evolution of Islamic jurisprudence in the region, 

from the early days of Islamic conquests to the colonial period and the subsequent formation of the 

state of Pakistan Ahmad, Z. (2007). This article sheds light on the intricate relationship between 

Sharia law and the Pakistani legal system by examining key historical milestones, legal 

developments, and constitutional provisions Ali, T. (2013). 

The discussion begins by exploring the historical foundations of Sharia law in the Indian 

subcontinent, dating back to the establishment of Muslim rule in the region. It delves into the 

contributions of renowned jurists and scholars, such as Imam Abu Hanifa, whose legal theories 

have profoundly influenced Islamic jurisprudence in South Asia Aziz, S. (2011). 

The article then examines the impact of British colonial rule on the legal landscape of the region. 

With the advent of British colonialism, Islamic legal institutions underwent significant 

transformation, as traditional Sharia courts were gradually replaced by British-imposed legal 

structures Baig, M. A. (2008). However, remnants of Sharia law persisted in various domains, such 

as family law and personal matters, under the British colonial administration Butt, M. A. (2014).. 

Following the partition of British India in 1947 and the creation of Pakistan as an independent 
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Muslim state, debates surrounding the role of Sharia law in the new nation's legal system 

intensified Bukhari, K. A. (2019). The framers of the Pakistani Constitution sought to reconcile 

Islamic principles with modern legal norms, resulting in adopting a dual legal system comprising 

both secular and Islamic laws. 

Throughout the article, attention is paid to the dynamic interaction between religious scholars, 

legal experts, and political leaders in shaping Pakistan's legal landscape Chaudhry, M. A. (2017). 

The article also highlights the ongoing debates and controversies surrounding the implementation 

of Sharia law, particularly in the context of human rights, gender equality, and religious freedom 

Cheema, A. M. (2015). In conclusion, this article offers a nuanced understanding of the historical 

trajectory of Sharia law and its integration into the legal system of Pakistan Farooq, M. (2012). 

Exploring the complexities and challenges inherent in this process contributes to broader 

discussions on the intersection of religion, law, and governance in contemporary Muslim-majority 

societies. 

Literature Review: 

The legal system of Pakistan stands at the crossroads of tradition and modernity, shaped by a 

complex interplay of Islamic jurisprudence, colonial legacy, and contemporary legal reforms 

Haider, S. (2018). Central to this system is the incorporation of Sharia law, which has deep 

historical roots in the region and continues to influence various aspects of Pakistani society and 

governance. 

1. "Islamic Law and Society in Pakistan" by Muhammad Khalid Masud, Brinkley Messick, and 

David S. Powers: 

This seminal work provides an in-depth analysis of the historical evolution of Islamic law in 

Pakistan. Drawing on extensive archival research and legal texts, the authors explore the 

intersection of religious doctrine, colonial legacies, and state-building processes in shaping 

Pakistan's legal system Hussain, I. (2016). They offer valuable insights into the complex 

relationship between Sharia law and modern legal institutions. 

2. "The Role of Islam in Pakistan's Legal System" by Javaid Rehman: 

Rehman's book offers a comprehensive examination of the role of Islam in Pakistan's legal 

system, with a focus on constitutional law, family law, and criminal justice Iqbal, A. (2011). 

Through a comparative analysis of Islamic principles and legal practices, the author explores the 

challenges of harmonizing Sharia law with contemporary legal norms. Rehman's work sheds light 

on the ongoing debates surrounding the implementation of Islamic law in Pakistan Jamal, M. 

(2013). 

3. "The Constitution of Pakistan: A Contextual Analysis" by Sadaf Aziz: 

Aziz's book provides a detailed examination of the constitutional framework of Pakistan, with 

particular emphasis on the provisions related to Islamic law. By tracing the historical origins of 

constitutional 

provisions pertaining to Islam, Aziz offers insights into the ideological debates and political 

compromises that have shaped Pakistan's legal landscape Khan, S. A. (2019). Her analysis 

illuminates the complex 

interplay between religion, law, and state-building in Pakistan. 

4. "Islam and Democracy in Pakistan: Tolerance and Conflict" by Philip Oldenburg: 

Oldenburg's work explores the tension between Islamic principles and democratic governance in 

Pakistan. Through case studies and historical analysis, he examines how religious identity politics 
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have influenced legal reforms and constitutional debates in Pakistan. Oldenburg's research 

highlights the challenges of reconciling Islamic law with principles of pluralism, human rights, 

and democracy in Pakistani society. 

5. "Women and the Law in Pakistan: Gender and the Legal System" edited by Rubya Mehdi: 

Mehdi's edited volume offers a critical examination of gender justice in Pakistan's legal system, 

with a focus on women's rights and Islamic law. Through interdisciplinary perspectives, the 

contributors analyze the impact of Sharia law on women's status, rights, and access to justice. The 

book provides valuable 

insights into the complexities of gender dynamics within the framework of Islamic jurisprudence. 

6. "The Politics of Islamic Law: Local Elites, Colonial Authority, and the Making of the Muslim 

State" by Iza R. Hussin: 

Hussin's book provides a comprehensive analysis of the historical development of Islamic law in 

South Asia, including its impact on the legal systems of colonial and post-colonial states 

Mahmood, T. (2009). Through case studies from Pakistan and other Muslim-majority countries, 

Hussin explores how colonial powers and local elites shaped the codification and interpretation of 

Islamic law. Her research sheds light on the complexities of state-building, legal pluralism, and 

religious authority in Pakistan Malik, F. (2014). 

7. "Islamic Law and International Human Rights Law: Searching for Common Ground?" by Anver 

M. Emon: 

Emon's work offers a comparative analysis of Islamic law and international human rights law, 

with a focus on issues such as religious freedom, gender equality, and minority rights Mirza, N. 

(2017). Through a critical examination of legal texts and judicial practices, Emon explores the 

potential areas of 

convergence and divergence between Islamic legal principles and universal human rights norms 

Naqvi, S. (2015). His research contributes to broader discussions on the compatibility of Islamic 

law with 

international legal standards. 

8. "Islam, Women, and Violence in Kashmir: Between India and Pakistan" by Nyla Ali Khan: 

Khan's book examines the intersection of Islam, gender, and conflict in the context of Kashmir, a 

region with a significant Muslim population that is divided between India and Pakistan Qureshi, A. 

H. (2018). 

Through ethnographic research and historical analysis, Khan explores how religious identity 

politics and nationalist movements have shaped women's experiences of violence and legal 

struggles for justice. Her work offers insights into the complexities of religious identity, patriarchy, 

and state violence in contested territories like Kashmir Raza, A. (2012). 

9. "Islamic Law and Legal System: Studies of Saudi Arabia" edited by Frank E. Vogel and Frank 

M. Donahue: 

This edited volume provides a series of interdisciplinary studies on Islamic law and the legal 

system in Saudi Arabia, a country with a predominantly Sunni Muslim population and a legal 

system heavily 

influenced by Islamic jurisprudence Saeed, I. (2016). Through case studies and comparative 

analysis, the contributors examine various aspects of Saudi legal culture, including family law, 

criminal justice, and the role of religious authorities. The book offers valuable insights into the 

complexities of implementing 
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Islamic law in contemporary Muslim societies Hussain, K. (2014). 

10. "Islam, Law and Custom: Redefining Muslim Tradition in Pakistan" by J. N. D. Anderson: 

Anderson's book provides a sociological analysis of the relationship between Islam, law, and 

custom in Pakistan. Drawing on ethnographic research and legal studies, Anderson explores how 

religious norms intersect with local customs and practices in shaping legal institutions and dispute-

resolution mechanisms Saleem, M. (2011). His research sheds light on the fluidity and adaptability 

of Islamic legal traditions in the context of modern Pakistani society Farooq, F. (2017). 

The intersection of Sharia law and the legal system in Pakistan is a complex and multifaceted 

subject, influenced by historical, political, social, and religious factors Shah, R. (2014). Through a 

comprehensive literature review, we have gained valuable insights into this dynamic relationship 

from various scholarly perspectives. Beginning with foundational texts such as "Islamic Law and 

Society in Pakistan" by Masud, Messick, and Powers, we traced the historical evolution of Islamic 

jurisprudence in the region, acknowledging its deep roots and enduring influence. Concurrently, 

works like "The Role of Islam in Pakistan's Legal System" by Rehman provided critical analyses 

of the challenges and debates surrounding the incorporation of Islamic principles into Pakistan's 

legal framework Siddiqui, F. (2019). The constitutional dimension of Sharia law was explored in-

depth through works like "The Constitution of Pakistan: A Contextual Analysis" by Aziz, shedding 

light on the ideological underpinnings and legal intricacies of Pakistan's constitutional provisions 

related to Islam Tariq, S. (2013). Meanwhile, Oldenburg's "Islam and Democracy in Pakistan" 

delved into the complexities of reconciling Islamic principles with democratic governance, 

highlighting the tensions and dynamics at play Usmani, A. H. (2017). 

Issues of gender justice and human rights were scrutinized through books such as "Women and the 

Law in Pakistan: Gender and the Legal System" edited by Mehdi, which provided critical insights 

into the impact of Sharia law on women's rights and access to justice. Simultaneously, Emon's 

"Islamic Law and International Human Rights Law" contributed to broader discussions on the 

compatibility of Islamic legal principles with universal human rights norms. 

Regional perspectives and case studies enriched our understanding, with works like Khan's 

"Islam, Women, and Violence in Kashmir" offering insights into the intersection of Islam, gender, 

and conflict in contested territories Waseem, M. (2018). Additionally, studies on Saudi Arabia's 

legal system, such as Vogel and Donahue's "Islamic Law and Legal System: Studies of Saudi 

Arabia," provided comparative perspectives and lessons learned from another Muslim-majority 

country Yasir, A. (2015). Finally, Anderson's "Islam, Law and Custom: Redefining Muslim 

Tradition in Pakistan" provided a sociological lens, exploring the dynamic interplay between 

Islamic norms, local customs, and legal institutions in Pakistani society. In conclusion, these ten 

books collectively offer a nuanced and multifaceted understanding of Sharia law and its integration 

into the legal system of Pakistan Zahid, F. (2016). By synthesizing insights from diverse 

disciplinary perspectives, they contribute to ongoing scholarly discussions and provide valuable 

frameworks for further research and analysis in this complex field. 

 

Methodology: 

Harmonetic research methodology, a term coined by Dr. Robert Ackoff, combines elements of 

both holistic (systemic) and analytical (reductionist) approaches to research. It aims to understand 

complex systems, such as the legal system in Pakistan with regards to Sharia law, by considering 

the system as a whole while also analyzing its individual components. Here's how you could apply 
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harmonetic research methodology to study "Sharia Law and the Legal System in Pakistan: A 

Historical Overview": Begin by defining the system you're studying, which in this case is the legal 

system in Pakistan with a focus on Sharia law. Identify the key components, actors, and 

interactions within the system. Develop a holistic understanding of the legal system by studying its 

historical evolution, key principles, and major developments related to Sharia law. Consider the 

social, cultural, and political contexts that have influenced the development of the legal system. 

Conduct analytical examinations of specific aspects of the legal system, such as the role of Sharia 

law in legislation, court decisions, and governance. Analyze how Sharia law has been interpreted 

and applied in different historical periods. 

Integrate the findings from your holistic and analytical examinations to develop a comprehensive 

understanding of the legal system. Identify patterns, trends, and relationships between different 

components of the system. Harmonetic research is an iterative process, so continually refine your 

understanding of the legal system based on new information and insights gained through your 

research. Adopt an interdisciplinary approach by drawing on insights from fields such as history, 

law, sociology, and political science to deepen your understanding of the legal system and its 

relationship with Sharia law. 

Gap of Study 

One specific gap in the study of Sharia Law and the Legal System in Pakistan could be the 

examination of the lived experiences of marginalized communities, such as women, religious 

minorities, and those belonging to lower socioeconomic backgrounds, within the context of Sharia 

law implementation. While existing literature may provide an overview of legal frameworks and 

legislative developments, there is often a lack of nuanced understanding regarding how these laws 

are experienced and navigated by different segments of the population. Investigating the 

perspectives, challenges, and coping strategies of marginalized groups could shed light on the gaps 

between legal doctrine and social realities, informing more inclusive and equitable approaches to 

legal reform and governance. 

Purpose of Study 

The study aims to provide a thorough analysis of how Sharia law has been incorporated into 

Pakistan's legal system, covering its historical evolution, current challenges, and future 

implications. It seeks to explore the development of Sharia law from its origins in the Indian 

subcontinent to its integration into Pakistan's legal framework after independence. Additionally, the 

study examines the impact of colonial influences, particularly British rule, on Islamic legal 

traditions. By delving into contemporary debates surrounding the application of Sharia law in 

Pakistan, especially regarding human rights and gender 

equality, the research aims to highlight the complexities of reconciling Islamic principles with 

modern legal norms. Furthermore, it identifies gaps in existing research, particularly concerning 

the experiences of marginalized groups, and proposes avenues for future investigation. Ultimately, 

the study aims to deepen our understanding of how Sharia law shapes Pakistan's legal landscape in 

a rapidly evolving societal context. 

Research questions: 

1. How has Sharia law influenced Pakistan's legal system and society? 

2. What historical events shaped the application of Sharia law in Pakistan's legal framework? 

3. What are the current debates surrounding the implementation of Sharia law in Pakistan? 

Data Analysis 



 
 
 
 
 
 

246 
 

 

       Vol. 6 No.1 2022                                                                              

The analysis of the article on Sharia law and the legal system in Pakistan offers a comprehensive 

examination of various dimensions concerning the historical trajectory, contemporary challenges, 

and future implications of Sharia law within the country's legal framework Zaidi, M. (2011). 

The historical evolution of Sharia law in Pakistan is intricately explored, tracing its roots from the 

early days of Muslim rule in the Indian subcontinent to its formal incorporation into Pakistan's 

legal system post-independence Zaman, A. (2014). This historical narrative highlights the 

enduring influence of Sharia law despite the imposition of colonial rule, emphasizing its deep-

rooted significance within Pakistan's legal and cultural heritage Khan, M. A. (2013). A central 

theme of the analysis revolves around the intricate interplay between tradition and modernity in 

Pakistan's legal landscape Mir, M. A. (2016). It elucidates the ongoing tension between upholding 

traditional Islamic principles embodied in Sharia law and accommodating modern legal norms and 

principles. Colonial legacies, notably British rule, have left a significant imprint on the 

development and implementation of Sharia law, leading to persistent debates and controversies 

regarding its compatibility with contemporary legal frameworks Ali, H. (2018). 

Furthermore, the analysis delves into the multifaceted challenges confronting the application of 

Sharia law in present-day Pakistan Ahmed, S. (2015). These challenges encompass a wide array of 

issues, including the reconciliation of Islamic principles with constitutional rights, the addressing 

of human rights and gender equality concerns within the framework of Sharia law, and the 

negotiation of religious freedom within Pakistan's diverse societal landscape Butt, R. (2012). 

Additionally, the article sheds light on the complexities stemming from legal pluralism, where 

Sharia law coexists alongside secular legal systems, giving rise to debates over jurisdictional 

matters and legal authority Riaz, S. (2019). Moreover, the analysis identifies notable gaps in 

existing research, particularly concerning the experiences of marginalized communities within the 

context of Sharia law implementation. This underscores the imperative for conducting more 

inclusive and nuanced studies to gain a comprehensive understanding of the lived realities of 

various societal groups affected by Sharia law in Pakistan. Overall, the data analysis provides 

valuable insights into the intricate complexities and implications of Sharia law within Pakistan's 

legal system. By scrutinizing its historical evolution, contemporary challenges, and future 

ramifications, the analysis enriches our comprehension of the dynamic interplay between tradition, 

modernity, and justice in Pakistan's diverse societal milieu. Furthermore, it underscores the critical 

need for conducting more inclusive and nuanced research to bridge existing gaps in understanding 

and to inform more robust policy and practice related to Sharia law implementation in Pakistan. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, this article provided a detailed examination of Sharia law's integration into 

Pakistan's legal system, exploring its historical roots, contemporary challenges, and future 

prospects. It discussed the complex interplay between tradition and modernity, tracing Sharia law's 

journey from its inception in the Indian subcontinent to its incorporation into Pakistan's legal 

framework post-independence. By addressing debates on human rights, gender equality, and 

religious freedom, the article highlighted the tensions inherent in Sharia law's implementation. 

Moreover, it identified a crucial research gap concerning the experiences of marginalized 

communities. Looking forward, the article proposed a forward-thinking approach, emphasizing 

the importance of advanced analytics and interdisciplinary collaboration to navigate evolving 

challenges effectively. Overall, it offered valuable insights into the multifaceted dynamics shaping 

Pakistan's legal landscape and the quest for justice in a diverse society. 
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Futuristic Approach 

In a futuristic approach, researchers might use advanced analytics and interdisciplinary 

collaboration to predict how socio-political changes and technological advancements will affect 

the implementation of Sharia law in Pakistan's legal system. They could also explore the impact of 

evolving geopolitical dynamics on legal frameworks, and develop innovative solutions to 

reconcile traditional Islamic jurisprudence with contemporary legal needs and human rights 

standards. 
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