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Abstract:

The article explores the rich tradition of Tapa in Pashto literature, highlighting its significance
as one of the oldest genres among the Pashtuns. It describes Tapa as the foundation of Pashto
literature, characterized by its brevity and thematic diversity. While Tapa remains unique to
Pashto literature, the article acknowledges similarities with the Mahya genre in Punjabi
literature. It emphasizes Tapa's thematic range, encompassing religious, ethical, historical, and
cultural subjects, as well as its reflection of Pashtun life and values. Additionally, the article
underscores the importance of travelers abroad in Pashtun cultural life and its influence on
Tapa.
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