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ABSTRACT:

The life and works of Allama Muhammad Igbal has been a topic of great debate among laureates, critics, scholars
and readers as well. He had spent a life more than a poet. His life and his poetry and prose has been pen down,
admired and criticized by numerous authors, writers and scholars though the dimensions of his life and works seem
endless. Therefore critics have a infinite ground to study his philosophical, religious, social, economical, mystical,
cultural, political and metaphysical thoughts. The present article is about progressive movement and its connection
with Igbal. Igbal gave number of clues in his poetry and prose about social and economical progress of the Muslims
of India and also for the deprived classes of the society. In this way question arises in the mind that what motivated
Igbal to write on the laborers and workers? Was he really a progressive poet of his time? Why Igbal did not stay
alongside with the progressive writers of his age? The article also narrates the advent of the progressive movement

and relates it with Allama Igbal.
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In 1936 Igbal published the last book of his life, Zarb-e-Kaleem ( The Rod of
Moses). In the words of Igbal this book is “A Call to War against the Present
Times”. These poems are direct..... as direct as the.(%ur.amc Verse: “L anatullah ¢,
alal Kaazzibin” ( God curse upon liars), and wil .dlsaﬂqpomt lovers of oblique
poetry. They have been inspired by outside events like Picasso’s Guernica. What
sustains the political, topical and social themes of these poems in their rhythm,
cadence and rhetoric. They were written during the most Stormy period of India’s
freedom struggle, and what is reflected in every line of this book. Igbal
throughout his creative life condemned the theory of Art and Arts sake. He
believed in Art of life. He wanted poetry to share the responsibility of religion and
philosophy to understand the relationship of man and the universe. And man as a
conscious creator. The section on Art in this book contains a poem whicl is like a
behest of a great poet to the coming and the younger generation of poets.
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