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Abstract 

 
This research explores the intertextuality in Khushwant Singh's novel Train to Pakistan and its significance for 

understanding the narrative and themes. Intertextuality refers to the references, allusions, and dialogues with 

other texts and cultural contexts within a literary work. The study examines the intertextual practices employed 

by Singh, which necessitate readers' awareness of the alluded texts. It argues that intertextuality paves the way 

for the exploration of various perspectives and enriches the reader's understanding of the novel. By drawing 

upon articles and books that discuss intertextuality in "Train to Pakistan," the research identifies intertextual 

references and their effects on the narrative. It highlights the importance of intertextual analysis in uncovering 

the layers of meaning, cultural connections, and historical contexts embedded within the novel. Through the 

lens of Genette's theory of narratology (1972), the study illuminates how intertextuality in the novel contributes 

to a polyphonic narrative, where multiple voices coexist and interact. This enhances the complexity and richness 

of the reading experience, inviting readers to explore the multifaceted layers of meaning embedded within the 

text. In this narrative tapestry, readers emerge as active participants, co-creators of the novel's significance. 

Singh's masterful intertextual practices invite readers to actively engage with multifaceted themes, rendering 

Train to Pakistan not merely a literary masterpiece but a profound reflection of the human experience. In 

conclusion, this research positions intertextuality as an indispensable element of "Train to Pakistan," enriching 

the narrative, enabling multifaceted exploration, and deepening cultural and historical understanding. Singh's 

intertextual tapestry transcends the boundaries of literature, transcending time and place, and inviting readers 

to embark on a transformative literary journey. The research concludes that studying intertextuality in Train to 

Pakistan is crucial for a comprehensive understanding of the text, fostering critical engagement, and providing 

a platform for future researchers to build upon their research in multi-dimensions. 

 

Introduction 

This study seeks to explain intertextuality in Khushwant Singh's book Train to Pakistan via 

the prism of Genette's theory of narratology. Genette uses Fyodor Dostoevsky's prose as his 

main example of polyphony. Dostoevsky's works have, in Bakhtin's words, "a plurality of 

independent and unmerged voices and consciousnesses, a genuine polyphony of fully valid 

voices" as their main distinguishing feature (Rystad, 2022).  

Khushwant Singh's novel is a work of historical fiction. Khushwant Singh is a South Asian 

writer whose irreverent, funny, and secular writings are influenced by his sociological beliefs. 

Genette‟s theory of narratology is relevant to the text Train to Pakistan and can be applied to 

it. Genette‟s theory emphasizes the plurality of voices and points of view in a literary work, 

as well as the interaction of many ideological, social, and cultural views. The tale of Train to 
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Pakistan includes a variety of people from various origins and ideas, reflecting the novel's 

polyphonic structure. (Mumtaz, M., & Raza, 2022). 

The village of Mano Majra in Train to Pakistan is multi-religious, including Hindus, Sikhs, 

and Muslims among its residents. The calm town, on the other hand, feels the reverberations 

of division as a train from Pakistan arrives at its station with "a ghostly quality" (TP 82), its 

bogies full of dead Sikhs. The neighborhood quickly becomes a battleground, and all signs of 

humanity, goodwill, and universal brotherhood are secretly buried. "The wound of mind the 

breach in the mind's experience of time, self, and the world is not, like the wound of body, a 

simple and healable event" Caruth (4th). The essay, written against the terrifying division, 

represents the social and psychological picture of contemporary society and humans. Singh 

continues to cover over the unresolved conflicts of power, class, gender, and diverse social 

groups that make up the real tensions that underpin the surface meanings of a literary text". 

(Abrams 185). 

The term "intertextuality" was first used and coined by "Julia Kristeva" in the 1960s. It is 

derived from the Latin word intertexto," which means to weave together. Every tale, novel, 

poem, play, and any piece of literature ever written includes intertextuality. The term 

"intertextuality" describes textual components that drew on ideas from earlier works. The 

term "intertextuality" describes a connection between texts that is neither deliberate nor 

causal. In other words, it is not asserted that one literature "influenced" the other literature 

directly. The connections between the texts are instead totally "readerly” As a result, Linda 

Hutcheon highlights how the reader "activates the intertext" by allowing themselves to freely 

associate texts "more or less at random” (Allam, J. N., & Akin, O, 2022). 

The connectivity and interdependence of texts are referred to as intertextuality, a concept that 

is commonly employed in literary and cultural theory. The goal of this study is to show the 

value of comparing texts to one another to clarify the primary text, whose attentive reading is 

the object of critical practice (Zengin, 2016).  

The post-colonial South Asian Indian writer Khushwant Singh, his first book, Train to 

Pakistan, is a novel but also a historical fiction. Khushwant Singh is an Indian journalist 

whose writings are satirical, humorous, and secular and inspired by his sociological ideas. A 

related theory that can be applied to the text Train to Pakistan is Genette‟s theory of 

narratology. Genette‟s theory emphasizes the diversity of voices and points of view in a 

literary work and the interaction between different ideological, social, and cultural 

perspectives. In Train to Pakistan, the story incorporates several characters from different 

backgrounds and ideologies, reflecting the polyphonic nature of the novel. Each character 

represents a distinct voice and perspective, contributing to a complex web of dialogue and 

interaction (Mumtaz, M., & Raza, 2022). 

Intertextuality admits that no text is produced in a vacuum and that all written works are 

influenced by the cultural, social, and linguistic systems that are already in place. 

Intertextuality can appear in many different ways, such as direct or indirect allusions to other 

texts, parodies, adaptations, remixes, and the usage of stylistic or thematic elements from 

other works. Intertextual references are frequent in music, film, and television, and they 

transcend beyond the literary world into popular culture (Lin, T., & Su, P., 2022). 

The term "intertextuality" describes how texts relate to each other and influence each other. 

Intertextuality describes how Western literature, film, and media refer to and expand upon 

earlier representations of the East viewed through strange and shifting lenses. For example, 

19th and early 20th-century literature often portrays the Orient as a land of enchanting and 

mystical wonders, with strange places and personalities. Similar Orientalist stereotypes and 

stereotypes may be referenced or alluded to in later literary and cinematic works, supporting 



 

 

265 

 

 

  

Vol.8 No.1 2024  

them. The notion that the East is a monolithic and strange 'other', different and inferior to the 

West, is reinforced and perpetuated by this intertextuality (Khammas, 2022). 

Train to Pakistan deals with the split of 1947 and the violence that followed. In his book 

The Train to Pakistan, Khushwant Singh painted a picture of the inhuman atrocities that took 

place on the India-Pakistan border in the months leading up to the division in August 1947. 

The tragic events leading up to and after the partition of India and Pakistan. Pakistan, which 

will go down in history as one of the darkest times. For Khushwant Singh, this was a time of 

profound values crisis, a terrible and disintegrating moment in his life, and it left them in awe 

of what man had made of man (Jha, 2020). 

The novel Train to Pakistan is divided into four sections by critics: Dacoity, Kaliyuga, Mano 

Marja, and Karma. The novelist introduces the murder of Ramlal by a group of dacoits in the 

opening section, "Dacoity” In this section, all of the key characters are introduced. The era of 

Kali, the mother of death and destruction, is referred to as "Kaliyuga" in the second portion. 

At the end of the epoch, when the previous system is overthrown, the Kaliyug begins. The 

author of this book shows how the entrance of racial hatred and suspicion has turned the lives 

of the residents of Mano Marja into miseries. They lived contentedly and peacefully for 

generations before their idyllic universe descended into violent anarchy as a result of the 

stigma and instability of the division. Khushwant's Train to Pakistan, a historical fiction book 

called Khushwant Singh examines the 1947 division of India and Pakistan (VS, 2019). 

Khushwant Singh`s historical fiction book „„Train to Pakistan”„examines the 1947 division 

of India and Pakistan. William Shakespeare's “Julius Caesar” is one of the book's most 

recognized intertextual allusions. Juggut Singh is described in the book as a contemporary 

Brutus, a person who first sides with Caesar but ultimately betrays him. Another notable 

intertextual allusion in the book is to Rudyard Kipling's „„Kim. „„Train to Pakistan „shares 

the same setting as „„Kim, „„and there are numerous allusions to the book scattered 

throughout. For instance, because of his capacity to traverse several countries and cultures, 

the character of Iqbal is compared to that of Kim. The Jallianwala Bagh massacre and 

Gandhi's nonviolent resistance campaign are just two examples of historical individuals and 

events that are referenced throughout the book (Kumar S.). 

By applying Genette's theory, the text can be analyzed to uncover how these diverse voices 

shape the narrative and contribute to the overall meaning of the novel. The theory helps in 

understanding the tensions, conflicts, and negotiations that arise between different characters 

and their perspectives, particularly in the context of the communal tensions during the 

Partition. In 1956, Train to Pakistan appeared in print under the name "Mano Majra". Grove 

Press gave Singh a prize for this work. However, it's crucial to take into account the novel's 

larger context as well as the author's intentions. Before reading and analyzing the novel, it is 

crucial to remember that it is a work of fiction. The story takes place in a community where 

the residents come from many social, ethnic, and religious origins yet coexist peacefully 

(Gupta, 2014). 

This study will examine the narrative techniques by applying Genette‟s theory of narratology 

that Indo-Pak experienced during the partition in Khushwant Singh's book Train to 

Pakistan through the intertextual lens of a community where Muslims and Sikhs coexist 

while opposing the independence of Pakistan from India. These allusions give the characters 

and their motivations more nuance and depth while also establishing the historical veracity of 

the story. The study seeks to clarify the explicit and implicit intertextuality in the text. In 

general, the study critically reveals how the abuse of Indian and Pakistani citizens during the 

partition was used as an exploitation tool to mistreat the entire population on both sides of the 

border, whether they were Muslims, Hindus, or Sikhs (Haque, 2021). 

Statement of Problem  
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This study aims to explore the intertextual elements within "Train to Pakistan," a novel that 

chronicles the partition of India and its impact on the lives of Sikhs and Muslims in the 

fictional village of Mano Majra. By examining the literary sources that discuss the country 

and the national trauma of partition, this analysis investigates how Singh's work engages with 

and challenges the standardized narrative of the partition, offering a multifaceted perspective 

on the historical event. The novel's intertextuality will be analyzed through its engagement 

with the following themes and elements: The portrayal of the partition as externally imposed 

and internally sanctioned, reflecting the historical context of the time. The use of symbols, 

such as trains, to represent technology, order, and structure, as well as the horrors of religious 

persecution, government instability, and mob violence. The exploration of the plurality of 

human experiences during the partition, challenged the unidimensional narrative of the state. 

The contestation of the arbitrariness of a nation and the examination of issues such as class, 

gender, religion, ostracization, and the meaning of existence. This analysis contributes to the 

understanding of how Train to Pakistan engages with the complexities of the partition of 

India and the intertextual elements that shape its narrative. 

Research Questions 

1) What are the intertextual instances and effects of Khushwant Singh's Train to 

Pakistan? 

2) How do intertextual practices in the novel necessarily require the reader to be aware 

of all the alluded in the text of Train to Pakistan?  

3) How does Khushwant Singh's Train to Pakistan accurately depict the historical 

context and events of the partition of India in 1947? 

Significance of the Study 

The study on Train to Pakistan explores intertextuality and polyphony, enriching literary 

analysis and cultural understanding. It exemplifies Genette‟s narrative theory and bridges 

gaps between literature, history, cultural studies, and linguistics, providing a holistic 

understanding of the novel's implications. The interdisciplinary approach also contributes to 

cultural awareness and preservation, fostering a deeper appreciation of the narrative and 

cultural heritage preservation. The research also enriches literary pedagogy by offering 

educators insights to guide students in understanding intertextuality and polyphony, 

promoting critical thinking and cultural literacy.  

Literature Review 

This section of the study includes literary reviews that are directly and indirectly relevant to 

the present research. In the literature review, the work of various critics, authors, and 

researchers is to be chronically evaluated to contextualize the stated problem. 

Train to Pakistan authored by Khushwant Singh, is a literary masterpiece that navigates the 

complex tapestry of human experiences against the backdrop of the harrowing partition of 

India in 1947. The novel captures the agony, the turmoil, and the resilience of individuals and 

communities caught in the maelstrom of historical upheaval. This introduction sets the stage 

for a comprehensive analysis of various dimensions of the novel, encompassing its historical 

context, thematic exploration, character dynamics, narrative techniques, socio-political 

commentary, and enduring significance (Singh, K. 1988). 

Khushwant Singh's narrative prowess and literary techniques infuse Train to Pakistan with 

depth and resonance. The strategic use of symbolism, foreshadowing, and shifting 

perspectives enhances the emotional depth of the narrative, allowing readers to immerse 

themselves in the characters' journeys and dilemmas. This narrative craftsmanship draws 
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readers into the world of Mano Majra, compelling them to grapple with the moral 

complexities presented throughout the novel (Singh, 1956). 

Beyond its role as a work of fiction, Train to Pakistan serves as a scathing commentary on the 

socio-political landscape of the time. The novel unveils the manipulation of communal 

sentiments, the moral compromises made by those in power, and the erosion of ethical values 

under the weight of political expediency. This socio-political critique remains remarkably 

relevant, prompting readers to reflect on the enduring lessons it holds for contemporary 

society. The introduction lays the foundation for an in-depth analysis of Train to Pakistan by 

Khushwant Singh. The novel's historical context, thematic richness, character complexities, 

narrative techniques, socio-political insights, and enduring significance collectively 

contribute to its enduring status as a literary gem that not only captures a historical moment 

but also continues to resonate with readers across generations. 

"Train to Pakistan," penned by Khushwant Singh, stands as a testament to the author's 

meticulous attention to historical accuracy and his ability to immerse readers in the 

tumultuous period of the partition of India in 1947. This section of the analysis delves into 

how Singh's portrayal of historical events and communal tensions contributes to the novel's 

authenticity and its representation of the larger socio-political context (Nayar, K.G. 2001). 

The partition of India was a cataclysmic event that resulted in widespread violence, 

displacement, and loss of life. Singh, having lived through these times, brings a personal and 

intimate perspective to his storytelling. The novel is set in the fictional village of Mano 

Majra, situated on the border between India and Pakistan. This setting allows Singh to 

showcase the immediacy of the partition's impact on a microcosmic level while also drawing 

on his observations to create an authentic atmosphere (Kaul, S. 2007). 

One of the strengths of Train to Pakistan is its amalgamation of historical events with 

fictional elements. Singh deftly weaves actual occurrences, such as the Noakhali riots and the 

Jallianwala Bagh massacre, into the narrative. This incorporation of real events enhances the 

novel's credibility and transports readers to the heart of the era's chaos and uncertainty. 

Singh's incorporation of these historical events, often through conversations among 

characters or descriptions of news reports, underscores his commitment to historical accuracy 

while maintaining the flow of the narrative (Menon, V.P. 2016). 

The communal tensions that pervade the novel mirror the broader context of religious strife 

that characterized the partition. Singh masterfully captures the mistrust, fear, and anger that 

marked interactions between Hindu and Sikh communities on one hand and Muslims on the 

other. This portrayal reflects the deep-seated prejudices and societal fault lines that played a 

pivotal role in the tragic events of that period (Kumar S.). 

Singh's portrayal of the human impact of partition captures the essence of the era's suffering. 

The mass migration, violence, and disruption of lives are not merely backdrops but are 

central to the narrative. This portrayal of the personal tragedies endured by characters and 

communities is a stark reminder of the human cost of political decisions. Khushwant Singh's 

Train to Pakistan stands as an exemplar of historical accuracy in literature. Through his 

personal experiences and rigorous research, he crafts a narrative that immerses readers in the 

historical context of the partition of India. The incorporation of actual events, the depiction of 

communal tensions, and the portrayal of personal tragedies all contribute to the novel's 
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authenticity, making it a vivid and poignant representation of a pivotal period in history 

(Singh, K. 1956). 

"Train to Pakistan," authored by Khushwant Singh, is a literary masterpiece that delves deep 

into a multitude of themes, each woven intricately into the fabric of the narrative. This 

section of the analysis explores the thematic richness of the novel, uncovering how 

communalism and religious identity, identity, and belonging, displacement and loss, loss of 

innocence, and moral dilemmas intertwine with the characters' experiences, contributing to 

the novel's depth and enduring impact (Ahmad, A. 1987). 

The novel confronts characters with moral dilemmas stemming from the chaos of the 

partition. Hukum Chand, the magistrate, grapples with the weight of making difficult 

decisions for the greater good, even if it means sacrificing individuals. Juggut Singh's moral 

ambiguity as he is accused of a heinous crime poses questions about the nature of guilt and 

innocence during times of upheaval. These moral dilemmas highlight the ethical complexities 

individuals face in times of crisis (Ahmad, A, 1987). 

The innocence of Mano Majra, a once peaceful village, is shattered by the violence and 

hatred that engulf it. This loss of innocence reflects the broader erosion of humanity and 

compassion witnessed during the partition. The characters' experiences underscore how even 

the most idyllic settings can be tainted by the brutality of political agendas. Train to Pakistan 

by Khushwant Singh is a tapestry of themes that capture the complexities of human nature 

and society during a pivotal historical moment. The exploration of communalism, identity, 

displacement, moral dilemmas, and the loss of innocence offers readers a profound 

understanding of the far-reaching impacts of the partition. Through these themes, the novel 

becomes not only a historical account but also a timeless reflection on universal human 

experiences in times of crisis (Sethi, S. 2005). 

Khushwant Singh's novel Train to Pakistan is a masterful exploration of characters who 

navigate the tumultuous landscape of the partition of India in 1947. This section of the 

analysis delves into the intricate character portrayals of Iqbal, Juggut Singh, Hukum Chand, 

and other characters, examining their transformations, inner conflicts, and roles as 

representations of broader societal dynamics (Das, A. 2012). 

Khushwant Singh employs symbolism and transformation to enrich the characters' 

complexities. The recurring motif of the train represents both hope and tragedy. Characters 

like Juggut Singh and Iqbal undergo profound transformations, echoing the broader 

transformations of society during the partition. These shifts in character dynamics reflect the 

novel's exploration of the human capacity for change and adaptation. Train to Pakistan is a 

testament to Khushwant Singh's ability to craft characters that resonate with readers on 

multiple levels. Iqbal, Juggut Singh, Hukum Chand, and the ensemble of secondary 

characters collectively embody the internal struggles, transformations, and moral choices that 

define the human experience during times of upheaval. Through their complexities, the 

characters become conduits for a deeper understanding of the personal and societal dynamics 

at play during the partition of India (Ahmad, A. 2016). 

Decades after its publication, Khushwant Singh's Train to Pakistan continues to resonate and 

maintain its relevance due to its exploration of universal themes, reflection of contemporary 

concerns, educational and empathetic value, and its lasting impact on literature and historical 

discourse. This section of the analysis delves into how the novel's enduring legacy is rooted 
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in its exploration of communal tensions, displacement, and the consequences of divisive 

politics, making it a work of timeless significance (Gupta, 2014). 

Research Methodology and Theoretical Framework 

The research methodology employed in this study utilizes both qualitative and theoretical 

approaches to delve into the intricacies of intertextuality within Khushwant Singh's "Train to 

Pakistan." Qualitatively, a close examination of the text itself is conducted, focusing on 

intertextual references and their implications within the narrative. This qualitative analysis 

allows for a nuanced understanding of how intertextuality functions within the novel. 

Furthermore, Gerard Genette's narratology serves as the theoretical framework for this study, 

offering a structured approach to analyzing narrative techniques and structures. By applying 

Genette's concepts, such as narrative modalities and narrative techniques, the study aims to 

unravel the complex layers of storytelling within "Train to Pakistan." 

The theoretical framework underpins the research design, which aims to explore the 

intertextuality of Train to Pakistan by closely examining instances where the text references 

or draws from other literary, historical, and cultural texts. The data analysis primarily relies 

on a meticulous reading of the novel to identify and analyze intertextual occurrences. By 

combining Genette's narratology with Julia Kristeva's concept of intertextuality, the study 

provides a comprehensive lens through which to understand the narrative complexities, 

temporal structures, and the broader cultural context of Khushwant Singh's work. This 

theoretical framework not only enriches our understanding of Train to Pakistan but also sheds 

light on broader themes such as cultural memory, post-colonialism, and intercultural 

exchange within the realm of literature. 

 ANALYSIS 

This section includes the detail analysis of novel Train to Pakistan by answering the 

questions formulated for the particular study. 

1) Intertextual instances and effects of Khushwant Singh's Train to Pakistan 

"It was the summer of 1947... Partition was only a month away" (Chapter 1). 

"He thought of the Muslim League's Pakistan resolution and Jinnah's rhetoric 

of a separate homeland for Muslims" (Chapter 4). 

These examples demonstrate the intertextual instances to historical events surrounding the 

partition of India. The mention of specific dates and political developments helps ground the 

narrative in a broader socio-historical context. 

The book frequently uses intertextuality from different cultures. Khushwant Singh draws 

inspiration from the diverse literary works, traditions, and rituals of India's many 

communities. The work mixes songs, poetry, and cultural practices through intertextual 

references, which adds a variety of viewpoints, nuances, and aesthetic qualities. These 

cultural allusions broaden the narrative's breadth of voices and give readers a more in-depth 

look at the partition era's cultural landscape. 

"But every time Iqbal sang Ghazi‟s 'Hazaaron khwahishen aisi,' his voice 

melted like honey in the ears of his listeners" (Chapter 1). 
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"They had arranged a traditional Muslim wedding for Haseena. The 

bridegroom arrived on a horse" (Chapter 8). 

These examples highlight intertextual references to cultural elements such as poetry, music, 

and traditional wedding customs. These references add depth to the narrative by connecting it 

to the broader cultural milieu of the characters and the setting. 

Literary intertextuality is yet another important component of Train to Pakistan The book 

makes references to well-known Urdu poets like Mirza Ghalib and Faiz Ahmed Faiz. These 

allusions enhance Iqbal's persona while also bringing the voices of these significant poets into 

the story. Khushwant Singh encourages readers to engage with a wider literary context by 

adding these intertextual components. By doing so, he encourages them to read these poets' 

works and gain a deeper understanding of the ideas and feelings the novel expresses. 

"Mirza Ghalib's poetry echoed in his mind" (Chapter 1). 

"He remembered Faiz's poem... 'Bol ki lab aazad hain tere'" (Chapter2). 

These examples illustrate intertextual references to renowned Urdu poets Mirza Ghalib and 

Faiz Ahmed Faiz. By incorporating these literary references, the novel engages with the 

larger literary tradition and draws on the power of poetry to convey emotions and ideas. 

"The magistrate, Hukum Chand, declared, 'I have always been against 

Partition.'" (Chapter 6). 

"Jugga said, 'I am a Sikh... But why should I go there and kill 

Muslims?”(Chapter 7). 

These examples showcase the polyphonic nature of the novel, with multiple characters 

expressing different perspectives and ideologies. The interplay of these voices adds depth and 

complexity to the narrative, reflecting the diverse opinions and tensions prevalent during the 

partition era. 

The use of intertextuality in Train to Pakistan encourages readers to actively contribute to the 

meaning-making process. It necessitates that the reader be aware of and conversant with the 

literature, historical occurrences, and cultural practices mentioned. Readers can better 

understand the story, critically evaluate the connections between various texts, and get a more 

in-depth understanding of the partition era by actively engaging with intertextual references. 

The importance of intertextuality in Train to Pakistan resides in its capacity to broaden the 

reading experience, examine many points of view, and increase our understanding of culture 

and history. It encourages us to actively participate in the interpretation and meaning-building 

process by establishing a dynamic and interactive engagement between the text and the 

reader. Intertextuality in Train to Pakistan gives depth, richness, and layers of complexity. 

The work integrates many voices, perspectives, and debates through historical, cultural, and 

literary references, encouraging a greater knowledge of the partition era and the experiences 

of its inhabitants. Readers who engage with intertextuality might discover hidden 

relationships, get fresh perspectives, and enjoy the dense network of allusions that form the 

story (Prakash, B., 2009). 
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The novel uses intertextuality to link its fictional story to historical facts, cultural settings, 

and literary traditions, thus enhancing the reading experience and comprehension of its 

audience. “It was the summer of 1947... Partition was only a month away" (Chapter 1). 

This opening line immediately establishes the historical context of the novel. The mention of 

the year 1947 and the impending Partition provides the readers with a reference point in 

history, creating a dialogue between the fictional story and actual events. "The Muslims were 

celebrating... 'Bharat Mata ki Jai'" (Chapter 1). 

This reference to the phrase "Bharat Mata ki Jai" (Hail Mother India) used by both Muslims 

and Hindus adds complexity to the narrative. It demonstrates how a single phrase can carry 

different meanings and implications based on the context and perspective of the speaker. 

"But every time Iqbal sang Ghalib's 'Hazaaron khwahishen aisi,' his voice 

melted like honey in the ears of his listeners” (Chapter 1). 

This quote not only alludes to the renowned Urdu poet Mirza Ghalib but also introduces 

Iqbal's character and his affinity for poetry. The intertextual reference adds depth to Iqbal's 

personality and cultural background, as well as contributes to the novel's polyphony by 

incorporating the voice of Ghalib, he remembered Faiz's poem  

'Bol ki lab aazad hain tere" (Chapter 2). 

The mention of Faiz Ahmed Faiz's poem "Bol" (Speak) connects Iqbal's character to a 

specific work of literature. The intertextual reference emphasizes Iqbal's intellectual and 

literary inclinations, while also introducing Faiz's voice and ideas into the narrative  

”Jugga said, 'I am a Sikh... But why should I go there and kill Muslims?'" (Chapter 7). 

Jugga's statement reflects the complexity of identities and allegiances during the partition. 

The intertextual reference to Sikhism highlights his religious affiliation, while his question 

challenges the violence based on religious divisions. 

"The author of the Persian poem compared Mano Majra to the Prophet's 

paradise where people of all religions lived in harmony” (Chapter 6). 

Here, the intertextual reference to the comparison between Mano Majra and the Prophet's 

paradise adds a layer of religious symbolism. This comparison underscores the novel's 

thematic exploration of communal harmony and unity, and it could also be an allusion to the 

shared histories of peaceful coexistence across various religious traditions. 

"The light was like a benediction" (Chapter 8). 

This quote, while not explicitly tied to a specific reference, holds intertextual undertones. The 

term "benediction" often refers to a blessing or invocation of divine assistance. In the context 

of the narrative, this could be seen as a comment on the hopeful moments within the 

tumultuous backdrop of the partition era, possibly echoing a desire for peace and stability. 

"The mullah had recited the Quranic verse: 'Whosoever killeth a human being 

for other than manslaughter or corruption in the earth, it shall be as if he had 

killed all mankind.'" (Chapter 11). 
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This quote contains an intertextual reference to a Quranic verse that emphasizes the sanctity 

of human life. By incorporating this verse, the narrative engages with Islamic teachings, 

highlighting the moral and ethical considerations of the characters' actions amidst the 

violence of the partition. 

"A man's homeland, it's strange, how much it means when he's away from it. 

And how much he doesn't when he's living there” (Chapter 14). 

While not a direct literary allusion, this quote encapsulates a universal sentiment that 

resonates across cultures and histories. It could potentially be read as a reflection on the 

novel's larger theme of the complexities of identity, belonging, and the shifting significance 

of homeland during times of upheaval. 

"No, I haven't seen hell or heaven. All I've seen is human beings. And they're 

like animals in a jungle” (Chapter 15).  

This quotation reflects the characters' unfiltered experiences and observations during the 

partition. It doesn't explicitly allude to any one literature, but it fits into a larger literary 

tradition that uses animal metaphors to make observations on human behavior. This could 

make people feel defeated by humanity's propensity for brutality and bloodshed. These 

passages demonstrate how Khushwant Singh uses intertextuality to expand the resonance and 

complexity of Train to Pakistan The book interacts with a diverse range of voices, ideas, and 

cultural contexts through historical allusions, religious allusions, and universal themes. This 

encourages readers to relate to the story on various levels and to think about the larger 

ramifications of the protagonists' experiences during the turbulent time of the division. 

Intertextual effects in the novel Train to Pakistan by Khushwant Singh contribute 

significantly to its narratology. Intertextuality, the interplay of various texts within a single 

work, enhances the narrative complexity and enriches the reader's engagement. Here are 

some examples of intertextual effects in the novel and their impact on narrative analysis 

depicted in the novel such as historical intertextuality, cultural intertextuality, literary 

intertextuality, religious intertextuality, and dialogic intertextuality. 

Historical references to events like the partition of India in 1947 ground the narrative in a 

specific historical context. This intertextual connection between the novel and real historical 

events enhances the reader's understanding of the socio-political backdrop. This historical 

intertextuality sets the stage for the unfolding narrative and its exploration of communal 

strife. 

"It was the summer of 1947, and the partition of India was only a month away”.  

"The village of Mano Majra was a quiet village. It had always been peaceful, 

even during the days of the British rule” This reference to British rule is a 

historical intertextuality, reminding readers of the colonial period. 

Intertextual references to cultural practices, songs, and rituals add depth to the narrative. They 

bring the cultural milieu of Mano Majra to life and offer readers a richer understanding of the 

characters and their world. These cultural intertextual elements immerse the reader in the 

vibrant culture of the village. 
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"Men and women thronged the fair to the strains of Punjabi songs”  

"The village celebrated the annual fair with great enthusiasm. It was a time 

for music, dance, and feasting” The mention of the annual fair and the 

festivities reflects cultural intertextuality, depicting the cultural traditions of 

the village.” 

References to renowned Urdu poets like Mirza Ghalib and Faiz Ahmed Faiz serve as literary 

intertextuality. These references invite readers to engage with the broader literary tradition 

and deepen their understanding of the characters' emotions and perspectives. "Mirza Ghalib's 

poetry echoed in his mind” This literary intertextuality adds a layer of sophistication to the 

narrative.  

"Iqbal often recited poetry by Faiz Ahmed Faiz, the renowned Urdu poet” 

This reference to Faiz Ahmed Faiz is a literary intertextuality, introducing the 

influence of a famous poet on the character Iqbal. 

The novel explores the interplay of religious beliefs and practices among its characters. 

Intertextual references to religious texts and rituals contribute to the portrayal of religious 

complexities. “He remembered the holy Quran and its teachings about peace” This religious 

intertextuality highlights the characters' internal struggles and beliefs. 

“The call to prayer echoed through the village, and the faithful gathered at the 

mosque” The call to prayer and the mosque represent religious intertextuality, 

highlighting the role of religion in the lives of the characters.” 

The interactions and dialogues between characters with diverse viewpoints create a dialogic 

intertextuality. This dynamic exchange of ideas and perspectives enhances the polyphonic 

nature of the narrative. "Iqbal, the Communist, said, 'What we need is the blood of the 

landlords, the moneylenders, and the merchants.'" This dialogic intertextuality allows for the 

exploration of various ideologies and worldviews.  

"Jugga said, 'I am a Sikh... But why should I go there and kill Muslims?'" 

Jugga's statement within a dialogue reflects dialogic intertextuality, as it 

presents the clash of religious identities and perspectives.” 

"Hukum Chand, the magistrate, countered, 'I have always been against 

Partition.'" Hukum Chand's position on Partition, expressed in dialogue, adds 

to the dialogic intertextuality, showcasing differing opinions” 

These examples demonstrate how various forms of intertextuality are intricately woven into 

the narrative of "Train to Pakistan," enriching the reader's experience and providing a deeper 

understanding of the cultural, historical, literary, religious, and dialogic dimensions of the 

story 

Incorporating these intertextual effects into the narrative of Train to Pakistan enriches its 

narratology by adding layers of meaning, context, and complexity. It invites readers to 

engage with multiple texts and viewpoints, fostering a deeper understanding of the novel's 

themes, characters, and the historical and cultural background in which the story unfolds. The 



 

 

274 

 

 

  

Vol.8 No.1 2024  

novel masterfully captures the themes of communal strife and human complexity against the 

backdrop of the partition era. 

"There was a bloodstain on the seat where the magistrate had sat, he could still 

see it. It was wet and shiny. Suddenly he felt a deep revulsion against blood. 

He wanted to wash himself clean of it” (Chapter 9). 

This quotation illustrates the inner turmoil experienced by Hukum Chand, reflecting the 

human complexity of a man who is both an authority figure and a witness to the violence. 

Train to Pakistan excels in depicting the complex interplay of communal strife and human 

nature during the partition era. The inner turmoil experienced by characters like Hukum 

Chand reflects the multifaceted nature of individuals who are caught up in the violence and 

chaos of the time. The novel doesn't paint characters as one-dimensional but explores their 

inner conflicts and moral dilemmas. 

2) Awareness Requirement of all the alluded text’s Intertextual practices in the Novel  

Intertextual practices in literature often require readers to have some awareness of the texts 

being alluded to. Intertextuality refers to the way in which one text (in this case, Train to 

Pakistan by Khushwant Singh) makes reference to or draws upon other texts, whether they 

are literary works, historical events, cultural references, religious texts, or any other form of 

discourse. Enriching the Reading Experience: Intertextual references can enrich the reading 

experience by adding layers of meaning. When readers recognize these references, they may 

have a deeper understanding of the context, themes, or symbolism within the novel. It can 

make the reading experience more intellectually rewarding the cultural and historical 

awareness, engaging with complex themes, enhancing critical analysis, creating a dialogue, 

and different levels of intertextuality. 

Intertextuality often involves references to cultural or historical elements. To fully appreciate 

these references, readers may need some background knowledge about the culture, history, or 

literary tradition being alluded to. This knowledge allows readers to connect more deeply 

with the text and its nuances. 

Many literary works use intertextuality to explore complex themes or ideas. When readers are 

aware of the texts being referenced, they can engage more deeply with these themes. For 

example, if a novel alludes to a famous philosophical text, readers familiar with that text can 

explore the philosophical dimensions of the narrative. 

Recognizing intertextual references can enhance readers' critical analysis of the text. They 

can evaluate how the author has used these references to convey specific messages or 

perspectives. This critical engagement can lead to a more profound interpretation of the text. 

Intertextuality creates a dialogue between the current text and the texts it references. This 

dialogue can be intellectual and artistic, with the current text building upon, responding to or 

critiquing the ideas and themes of the referenced texts. Reader awareness allows them to 

participate in this dialogue. 

It's worth noting that not all intertextual references require the same level of reader 

awareness. Some references are overt and central to the plot, while others are more subtle and 

serve as background textures. The degree of awareness needed may vary accordingly. 
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In the case of "Train to Pakistan," Khushwant Singh incorporates intertextual references to 

historical events, cultural practices, literary works, and religious texts. Readers who are 

familiar with these references may have a richer reading experience as they connect with the 

layers of meaning and context in the novel. However, even readers who are not familiar with 

all the references can still engage with the story's primary narrative, characters, and themes, 

although they may miss some of the deeper nuances. 

Intertextuality adds depth and complexity to a text, and reader‟s awareness of the intertextual 

web can enhance their appreciation of the author's craftsmanship and the multiple layers of 

meaning embedded in the narrative. Train to Pakistan is historically accurate in its portrayal 

of the events leading up to India's partition, integrating actual historical events and political 

developments into the narrative seamlessly. 

 "Lahore was in a turmoil. The All-India Congress Working Committee, whose 

members had been summoned by the Viceroy to Shimla, was meeting in 

Bombay” (Chapter 7). 

This quote reflects Singh's commitment to historical accuracy by referencing the location and 

political events of the time. One of the strengths of the novel is its historical accuracy. Singh 

seamlessly integrates actual historical events and political developments into the narrative. 

References to events like the All-India Congress Working Committee's meeting in Bombay 

ground the story in the historical reality of the partition era. This historical accuracy lends 

authenticity and depth to the novel. 

3) The Historical Accuracy of the Novel through Actual Events and Communal 

Tensions in the Narrative 

Train to Pakistan by Khushwant Singh is a novel that combines historical events and 

communal tensions, violence and mass migration, impact on villagers, and role of political 

leaders into its narrative. While the novel is a work of fiction, it is firmly rooted in the 

historical reality of India's partition in 1947. Here is an analysis of the historical accuracy of 

the novel: 

The novel accurately depicts the historical context of the partition of India in 1947. It 

provides a vivid portrayal of the political developments, communal tensions, and the 

impending division of the country. 

"It was the summer of 1947... Partition was only a month away” (Chapter 1). 

"Gurdial Singh's village had been attacked by Muslims... Now the Sikhs were 

demanding revenge" (Chapter 2). 

The novel effectively portrays the communal tensions and violence that erupted during the 

partition. It depicts the hatred, fear, and mistrust between Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs, which 

were widespread during that period. 

"The Muslims hated the Sikhs and the Sikhs the Muslims” (Chapter 2). 

"People were being killed because they were Hindus or Muslims, or Sikhs” 

(Chapter 6). 
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The novel accurately depicts the violence, bloodshed, and mass migration that occurred 

during the partition. It describes the brutal killings, forced migrations, and the horrors faced 

by ordinary people. 

"The village was full of refugees... They had been forced to leave their homes 

and flee” (Chapter 6). 

         "Every day brought news of fresh atrocities and massacres” (Chapter 9). 

The novel reflects the roles played by political leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 

Nehru, and Mohammad Ali Jinnah in the lead-up to partition. It accurately portrays their 

influence on the political landscape. 

"Jinnah's rhetoric of a separate homeland for Muslims" (Chapter 4). 

"Gandhi urged people to maintain peace and harmony" (Chapter 7). 

The novel's depiction of how partition affected small villages like Mano Majra is historically 

accurate. It shows how ordinary villagers were caught up in the turmoil and how their lives 

were irrevocably changed. 

"Mano Majra, a quiet village, was engulfed by the chaos of Partition” (Chapter 

1). 

"The village was no longer the same; it had been scarred by the events of that 

summer” (Chapter 14). 

While Train to Pakistan is a work of fiction, it provides a historically accurate portrayal of 

the tumultuous period of India's partition. Khushwant Singh effectively integrates actual 

events, communal tensions, and the impact on ordinary people into the narrative, making the 

novel a valuable historical and literary resource for understanding this critical period in South 

Asian history. The novel's historical accuracy adds depth and authenticity to its exploration of 

the human experiences and complexities during that time. 

Khushwant Singh employs a rich tapestry of narrative techniques and literary devices that 

enhance the novel's emotional depth and reader engagement. 

 "The village headman was telling his beads on his rosary, rolling them one by 

one between his palms. He knew that it was to begin with a quarrel, to be 

followed by a fight, and end in a senseless bloodshed” (Chapter 1). 

This quotation showcases Singh's use of omniscient narration, allowing readers insight into 

the thoughts and forebodings of multiple characters. It builds suspense and emotional 

connection. Khushwant Singh employs a masterful blend of narrative techniques, including 

omniscient narration, character perspectives, and vivid descriptions. These techniques not 

only provide readers with a multi-dimensional view of the story but also create an emotional 

connection by revealing the characters' inner thoughts and feelings. The use of literary 

devices, such as foreshadowing through the village headman's actions, adds depth and 

suspense to the narrative. 

Discussion 
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In "Train to Pakistan," Khushwant Singh skillfully combines a wide range of literary tropes 

and narrative methods to create a story that emotionally connects with readers and enthralls 

them with its intricacy and depth. Singh's mastery in storytelling is demonstrated by the way 

in which focalization and several narrative levels are seamlessly integrated. He gives readers 

a complex understanding of the events in the book by combining multiple points of view and 

using varying narrative voices, allowing them to become close to the characters and their 

experiences. This multimodal method fosters empathy and a sense of connection with the 

people inhabiting the turbulent backdrop of Mano Majra, while also enriching the storytelling 

and deepening the narrative's emotional impact. 

Singh's skill at using local idioms and folk music as pretext further adds to the novel's 

authenticity and immersive appeal. These components act as cultural touchstones, giving 

readers a clear and tangible understanding of the social and cultural context in which the 

narrative takes place. By utilizing these literary techniques, Singh weaves a complex web of 

story layers that transports readers to a world that is both eerily real and deeply representative 

of the human condition. As a result, Train to Pakistan goes beyond being a story about 

historical events to become a profound investigation of people, culture, and the complexities 

of living in a turbulent world. 

Intertextuality emerges as a prominent and enriching aspect of the novel. It manifests in 

various forms, including historical, cultural, literary, and religious intertextuality. Singh 

weaves references to real historical events, cultural practices, and renowned literary works 

into the narrative. For instance, the novel features allusions to the poetry of Mirza Ghalib and 

Faiz Ahmed Faiz, enriching the reader's experience by connecting them to a broader literary 

tradition. This intertextuality serves as a gateway for readers to explore different perspectives, 

contexts, and layers of meaning, enhancing their comprehension of the partition era and the 

characters' experiences. Finding: Intertextuality in Train to Pakistan emerges as a powerful 

tool for enriching the narrative. It comes in various forms, including historical, cultural, 

literary, and religious intertextuality. The intertextual reference to the comparison between 

Mano Majra and the Prophet's paradise adds a layer of religious symbolism. This comparison 

underscores the novel's thematic exploration of communal harmony and unity, and it could 

also be an allusion to the shared histories of peaceful coexistence across various religious 

traditions. 

Train to Pakistan is a brilliant examination of the deep topics of inter-communal conflict and 

the rich human tapestry against the turbulent background of India's partition. The intense 

tension and horrifying violence that envelop the made-up community of Mano Majra are 

expertly captured by Khushwant Singh. Singh creates a striking and unsettling image of the 

sectarian differences ripping across society, resulting in disastrous consequences for the 

village's residents, through his vivid and emotive writing. Singh's narrative is distinguished 

by the subtle way in which he portrays people such as Hukum Chand, Juggut Singh, and 

Iqbal, each of whom represents a distinct aspect of the human experience amidst the turmoil. 

Singh explores the intricacies and inconsistencies present in human nature through their 

viewpoints, intentions, and deeds. He shows the depths of prejudice, brutality, and the 

devastating force of group enmity without holding back when depicting the worst sides of 

human nature. But in the middle of all this desolation, Singh also skillfully interweaves 

poignant moments of understanding, compassion, and surprising bonds that form under the 

most unusual of circumstances. These moving reminders of the human spirit's resiliency and 
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the potential for empathy and understanding to exist even under the most trying 

circumstances come from these glimpses of humanity's better nature among the chaos. 

Khushwant Singh's storytelling skill goes beyond depicting intergroup conflict; he skillfully 

navigates the complexity of the human psyche. His storytelling skill reveals the complex 

layers of human nature, illuminating the relationship between people's inner darkness and 

brightness across turbulent historical periods. Singh's skill is in showing the significant 

effects of social unrest on people's moral compass by exploring the complexities of human 

nature and portraying harsh realities. He emphasizes the conflict between intrinsic goodness 

and the corrupting influences of circumstance and ideology through complex character 

portrayals. His skill as a storyteller not only captures the turbulence of intergroup conflicts 

but also analyzes the human spirit's ability to persevere in the face of chaos, providing a 

moving contemplation on the facets of mankind amid the turbulent events of history. As he 

deftly navigates the human condition, Singh demonstrates his artistic ability while 

illuminating the nuanced and conflicting aspects of human conduct in the midst of the stormy 

currents of societal change. 

Train to Pakistan presents itself as an engrossing historical drama that skillfully combines 

factual truth with storytelling artistry. The story is made much more authentic by Khushwant 

Singh's painstaking incorporation of actual historical events preceding India's 1947 division. 

Singh puts his story in the tangible framework of historical fact by including significant 

events like the Lahore Resolution and the widespread communal bloodshed that ravaged the 

Indian subcontinent during that time. In addition to giving readers a realistic and immersive 

depiction of the socio-political milieu of pre-partition India, this dedication to historical 

authenticity acts as a monument to the tragedies and human experiences that took place 

during the turbulent era. 

The book does more than just tell stories; it is also a historical record that provides a window 

into the intricacies, hardships, and pains that people endured during the division. Readers can 

gain a deeper understanding of the traumatic events that shaped the subcontinent's collective 

consciousness thanks to Singh's skill at grounding the narrative in historical truth. This also 

fosters a greater appreciation for the human resilience in the midst of chaos and emphasizes 

the significance of acknowledging and comprehending the historical realities that have lasting 

effects. Thus, Train to Pakistan is not only a gripping piece of fiction but also a priceless 

window into the complex details of one of the most turbulent eras in South Asian history. 

Singh's narrative techniques, coupled with intertextuality, create a dynamic and interactive 

reading experience and engagement and meaning making. Readers are not passive observers 

but active participants in constructing meaning. By requiring readers to be aware of and 

engage with the alluded texts and contexts, the novel fosters a more profound connection 

with the story and its themes. It encourages readers to explore diverse perspectives, cultural 

nuances, and historical backgrounds, resulting in a more nuanced and empathetic 

understanding of the partition era and its impact on individuals and communities. 

The analysis highlights how Khushwant Singh's narrative choices, intertextual references, 

historical accuracy, and deep explorations of human nature work in harmony to create a 

narrative that is not only engaging but also thought-provoking. Through these techniques, 

Singh weaves a tapestry of voices, emotions, and historical truths, inviting readers to 

participate in the interpretation and construction of meaning actively. Train to Pakistan is a 

powerful and multidimensional literary work that resonates with readers on many levels. The 
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research findings highlight the narrative brilliance of Train to Pakistan Khushwant Singh's 

use of narrative techniques, intertextuality, historical accuracy, and exploration of human 

complexity collectively make the novel a compelling and thought-provoking work. These 

elements come together to engage readers on multiple levels, making Train to Pakistan a 

literary masterpiece that continues to resonate with audiences by offering a profound 

exploration of the human condition during a turbulent period in history. 

 Conclusion 

The research on intertextuality in Train to Pakistan alongside its connection to narratology 

and Khushwant Singh's literary craftsmanship yields profound insights into the novel's 

multifaceted narrative layers and thematic depth. By meticulously analyzing the text's 

intertextual references and narrative elements, this study illuminates the significance of these 

literary devices in enriching our understanding of the novel's intricacies. Through the 

exploration of intertextuality, the research unveils a rich tapestry of references and allusions 

interwoven into the narrative, showcasing the interconnectedness of literature and society. 

Moreover, it underscores Khushwant Singh's adeptness in engaging with diverse ideas and 

perspectives through intertextual references, thereby enhancing the readers' appreciation for 

his narrative skill and the novel's profound socio-political commentary. 

The integration of Genette's narratological theory into the research provides a robust 

framework for analyzing the complex narrative structures and thematic layers present in 

"Train to Pakistan." Genette's theoretical lens enables a deeper examination of the storytelling 

mechanisms employed by Singh, shedding light on the clash of ideologies, fluidity of 

meaning, and intricacies of character portrayal within the novel. By unraveling the dynamic 

interplay of intertextuality and narrative complexities, this study enhances our comprehension 

of the novel's thematic depth and socio-political commentary. Furthermore, it underscores the 

broader significance of intertextuality in literature, inviting readers and scholars to explore its 

role in enriching the reading experience, fostering cultural awareness, and paving the way for 

future research endeavors in literary studies. 

Recommendations 

This research on intertextuality in Train to Pakistan and its connection to dialogism and 

Khushwant Singh's writings offer valuable insights into the complexity and depth of the 

novel. It can be recommended for future research in academic research, comparative research, 

literary criticism, cultural and historical perspectives, and pedagogical purposes. Overall, this 

research serves as a valuable resource for future researchers, offering a comprehensive 

analysis of intertextuality in Train to Pakistan and its implications for understanding the 

novel‟s themes, narrative techniques, and historical context. It encourages further exploration, 

analysis, and interdisciplinary engagement with the text, contributing to the broader scholarly 

discourse surrounding Khushwant Singh‟s work and the partition of India. 
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