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Similar Romantic Characteristics of John Keats and Akhtar Shirani: Imagination and
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Abstract:

It's quite interesting to do a comparative study of two Romantic poets from two different languages and literatures
and draw similarities and dissimilarities between their thought patterns, literary beliefs/schools of thoughts,
romantic characteristics, concerns and themes etc... John Keats is the most Romantic English poet ever; likewise,
Akhtar Shirani is the most Romantic poet, Urdu has ever produced. Romantic movement in English literature
reached its climax in the early nineteenth century; a century before it set forth in Urdu. Still the two Romantic poets
have striking similarities in the romantic characteristics of their poetry, like fervent imagination, quest for beauty,
escapism, sensuousness, medievalism, nostalgia, supernaturalism etc. This article aims at a comparative study of
Keats's and Shirani's romantic imagination and sensuousness. Both Keats's and Shirani's poetry carves out
imaginative and sensuous pictures with words Both romantic poets have a rich imagination that take them back into
the past, the Medieval times and the Greece (Keats) or to the remote India (Shirani) The fervent imagination drives
both the romantic poets to appreciate beauty to the extent that beauty and truth become synonyms for them. The
romantic quality of sensuousness makes them taste life to it's full, indulging in all vibrant senses. This article aims at
a comparative study of Shirani's and Keats's imagination and sensuousness.

Keywords: Akhtar shirani, John Keats, Romanticism, Romantic, Comparative literature,
Romanticism agitation, sensuousness, English poetry
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"If poetry comes, not as naturally as the leaves to a tree, it had
better not come at all." |
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"I am certain of nothing but the holiness of the heart's affections
and the truth of imagination. What the imagination seizes as
beauty, must be truth; whether it existed before or not."r
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"The Imagination may be compared to Adam's dream-He awoke
and found it truth." »
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"Imagination and its empyreal reflection is the same as human life
and its spiritual repetition." &
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Fancy, high commissioned, send her!
She has vessels to attend her :
She will bring, in spite of frost,
Beauties that the earth hath lost £
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Hedge cricket sing and now with treble soft
The red breast whistle, from the garden craft
And gathering swallows twittering in the skies Jr
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Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard ,
Are sweeter, therefore, yet soft pipe, play on
Not for the sensual ear, but more endeared
Pipe to the spirit dieties of no tone ~ r+
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Charmed magic casements,opening on the foam,

Of perilous seas in merrylands forlorn g
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All of its wreathed pearls, her hairs she frees
Unclasps her warm jewel one by one
Loosens her bodice by degrees
Her rich attire creeps rustling to her knees,
Half hidden like a mermaid in sea weed.  r1
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Bold love, never, cans't thou kiss
Though never winning the goal-yet do not grieve
She cannot fade, though thou hast not thy bliss
Forever will thou love, and she be fair R
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